DIree] CENCE 


3BE | Between the 


MAGISTRATES 


CHURC H-PAST ORS, 


AND r HE 
ROMAN KINGDOM & MAGISTR ACY 


Under the Name of 2 


CHURCH & CHURCH-GOVERNMENT 


d by the Pope, or liberally given him by 
Popiſh Princes: 


' Opened by Richard Baxter. 


Fo che Learned and Sincert Ladsuicus Molinevs Dt of Phyfick,and Author 
of Nun Cauſe, Papa ul raieli ia, and other Books on this ſubj 


For the Vindication of the true Paſtoral Diſcipline, cxerciſed by the An 
cien Churches, and claimed, but alas, tos little exerciſed, by the Charches 
called Pratt act and Refarmed. 2 


| Pare) acquaint Poſterity wha: we told in this ua faiſe accuiations 
» milinform. chem not. 
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TCC 75 
| READER 
=” HE firſt Epiſtle is now written upon the ſight 

F * ts Sat Caſe The 5 2 
1 itians was written about a year and 
- half ago, upon the ſight of Papa ultrajectinus, 
Cc. and the Paræneſis contra Ædificatores 

Imperii i erio: Aud the deſign & all is, 

ta ſſa how little or nothing at all the ſober mode- 

rate Proteſtants „ Kalled 1 copal, Pre: terian, 

Independent, and Political or Fraſtian are diſagreed 

in all this $uſaneſs, whilſt I name you near a hun- 

dred Propoſitions in which they commanly conſent : 

That Prince: 11 1 757 may ſee, that they 

have uo cauſe to he offended at the Chraſtian and 

Proteſtant Doctrine, e to judge the true Re- 

ligion of any of cheſe parties, as Tuch, to be 

contrary to their iutereſt; * when in er truth they 
are in that all one: But that among all Sefts and 

Parties, there will be ſtill ſome injudicious, intem- 

perate and unpeaceable men; eſpecially thoſe whoſe 

Inrereſt in the world is Great, and cannot be up- 
held, without encroaching on the rights of others: 


A Great Trees muſt have much room, and ſuffer | 
2 A 2 nothing 


T 


nothing to proſþu # them, but Weeds and Bry. 

el Politicians, that the true Pa · 
ſtoral Power (being a Power to labour and ſuf-· 
fer in patient ſelf-· denyal for the Church of 
Chriſt and the ſouls of men) is paſt all doubt of 
Chriſts appointment : And to diminiſh that Power, 
is but to dminiſh our obligation to labour and ſuf⸗ 
fer, and to gratiſie our ſloth and fleſhly intereft. 
But to aw that Secular Church-power which 
Clergie men claim as. of Divine Right, is but for 
Princes to be Princes, whether the Clergie will or no- 

And '% tothe Learned Author, Dr. Lud: Moli- 
næus, my meaning is to ſecond him in awukening 
Magiſtrates to reaſſ ume their proper power, and to 
leave it in no ie mens hands, of what party 


ſorver : But as to bis refleftions an the Proteſtants 


Diſcipline; lovingly to chide him for making the 
js Aug wider than it is, and to RI ON. 
CILE the four Parties, while I diſtinctiy open the 
common Doctrine of them all, excepting the rigid 


Opinions of It ome intereſſed or mtemperate indie. 
viduals. 917 8 


1 My 


My Learned, Sincere and Worthy Friend; 
- HEN I had haſtily ſet down my judge- 
ment of the Cauſe which I found 
handlcd in your Papa Ultrajedinus and 
other Writings which you ſent me, I 
caſt by that Script ( which I intended 
at the writing of it, for your view ) 
that I might ſurely keep it from the 
notice of others; in this Age wherein 
the prevalency of Intereft; F2tion,P aſſion and Injudicionſneſ7, 
doth make it ſo great a difficulty, to ſay any thing for the 
cure of any mens errors, enormitief Or impietier which ſhall not 
be charged with the ſame crime (or greater) which it would 
cure, and be taken or a diſturber of the Church and Peace, 
which it would ſave or heal. But now ſeeing that you renew 
your endeavours in the ſame Cauſe, and. finding your Jugs 
lum Cauſe directed to ſo many hands, by ſeventy particu- 
lar Epiſtles, and that you have honeured me with a place 
among thoſe great and worthy- perſons, I take my (clt ob- 
liged to render you ſome account of my judgement of 
your Writings, and eſpecially of the whole Cauſe, by bringy 
ing into the open light, thoſe hundred Propoſitions which 
I had purpoſed to conceal: And withal to- tell you, 

1. That (though you have much overvalued me in your 
recitation of their report, who would have joyned me with 
ſo Great, ſo Wiſe and Good a man as A Biſhop Uſher, and 
that in ſo great a work; and experience may tell you, that 
other men have other thoughts of me, as one unmeet to 


preach the Goſpel in the Land of my Nativity, much more 


A 3 unmeet 


* | (2) 
=ormeet to be a decider of the Churches veg ry 
yet you have why deſcribed my judgement of. your ſe 


and your akings 1 coate(s l . not that cver you 
could ante the Rad, Uſurpation, more than the 
talſhoed of their Doctrine of Tranſu ion > where 


they maintain (not only the Corporal Packace, which is 
not it that I now — but ) that Breadl is mot , ani 
IWine ic un Wine, when all men fee, taſte, e and feel 
them: And if the Princes, Doctors, and great mea ot the 
world, can thus obſtinately deny (or take on them to 
deny) the judgement which is made of ſenſible objects, by 
all mens ſenſes, you may gather what fruit you may ex- 
pect of your labours, or of any Cauſe how-plain {oever, 
where prejudice and ſceming intereft are againtt you ? Can- 
all the Writings or Reaſonings in the world, bring any 
thing to a more clear and ſure deciſion, than that of all the 
ſenſes of all men in the world, about the -proper objects 
of ſenſe? If flgh fo far conquer. fleſh is ſe he intcreit 
of ſenſuality can cauſe ſuch men, and ſuch multitudes to 
renounce the apprehenſion of all their ſenſes , what have 
we todo more for the cure of mankind ? 

You have made it plain enough, that it is really a part 
of the Secular Government of Kings and States, which is 
now commonly called Ecclefiofticel among, the Papiſts, and 
as ſuch is challenged and uſurped by the Pope, and that 
Princes that ſubje& their Kingdoms to his Uſurpation, do 
take in a joint Ruler with them, and divide their King - 
doms or Power between themſelves and him. But ſo they 
have done, and ſo they will do, till the Time of the Chur- 
ches fuller Reformation, and of the Coalition of the Chri- 
fiian world is come. 

I know you may think that as Iueſt blindeth them, ſo 
this great detection of the Invaſion of their breereft is the 
way to bring them to the truth. For who will have a 
Co-partner with him in his Kingdom, that may chooſe ? 
Who had not rather Rule alone, than dividc his Kingdom 
with the Pope? Undoubtedly they give away more of 
their own Intereſt hereby, than you have opened? When 
they deliver part of their poet to one, who by an p- 

. proved - 


. -nomned , 


(3) 


proved General Council of their own, which is the Relig 


of their Party, Luer. ſub Innoc.3. 
Can. 2. 3. may depoſe Ti al 
Lordi, (though no Proteſtants 
themſelves ) that will v exter- 
minate thoſe that deny Tranſub- 
ſtantiation out. of their Domini 
ons, and may abſolve their ſub- 
jedi from their fidelity, and may 
gite their Coumtryes unto others. 
When their molt Learned, Re- 
applauded Doctors 
teach, that the Pope may ex - 
communicate Kings, and that an 
excommunicated King is no 
King, and he that killeth him, 
killeth not a King. When the 
Roman Comncil under Greg.7. de- 


— 


Read the Declaration againſt the 
Oath of A'legiance by H. I. for the 
Popes d: poling Kirge, pa:. 15, 17427 43+ 
Read Hottomans Fran:o-Gal. cap. 7. and 
his Brutun 'nlmes , fag. 89, 97, 98. 
Read witbriagtos and Barclay againſt 
B Arnis in Goldaſins Ion. 3. dt Mon. 
And Bellarmiz againſt Barclay c. 8 
Vid. Sua . 1. adviorſ. ſoft. Anglic. l 6. 
cap. 4. ſcck. 14. & ca. G. ſet. 22. 34. 
Aer. Irſ. Mor. par. 1. I. c. 13. Dom. 
Baznes 14 Them, 22. f. 12. t. 2. u- 
teſt. Triump. de poteft. Eccl. q 46. t. 2. 
2 is e ee ſaith te) ce 
Pope may depoſe all Kings when there 
Fe See the 
Jeſuirs Morals, and Myſtery ot Jeſuitiſm, 
and Myſter. Patrum Feſuit um. | 


creeth, that abe Pope may depoſe Emperoure =: And the ſame 
Greg. 7. I. 4. Ed. 7. 2 5A in-the like Doctrine. The 
Oration of Card. Peron is well known : If ſo „ 
Kingdom as France, that glorieth of its Church · liberties, 
can bear ſo much, whet will not thoſe bear, that arc - 
leſs able to deliver themidves? The: words of this Great 


and 
dom, in a publick 


pretendediy Moderate Cardinal in a Moderate King- 


* 
- 


4 Proteſtant Learned - 


King (King Jomes )) pag. 453: (as cited by 4. Biſhop Vſper 


of Babylon, 
all 2 l 


163. is fit to be weitten on the Doors of 
oi the Pope himiſeliiin Capital Letters; x · 


[ By this Article ( that Kings may not be depoſed by the 
Pope) We are euſt headlong imo d manifeſt-Hereſje, as hind- 


ing us to confeſr, that for 
Chareh 


Ages paſt the Caoobolick 


bath been baniſhed out f tbe woe world : For if obe 
Champions of the Doclrine convr ary 40 ei Article de bold an 


impions and deteftable 


been the He 


ion contrary to- God Word, then 


donbrieſy the Pope for ſomany hundred year expired, bath not 
od of the Church, bat a  HERETICK and be 


What would you have more to-ſativfic Kings, than thei 


= 
2 
Po) 


ir 
own 


998 


(4) 
own profeſſion that, Either the Pope may depoſe Kings, or 
eſe hc is not the Head of the Church, but a1 Heretick and 
Autichriſt, and hath been ſo for many hundred years. Can 


you ſhew their Intereſt plainlier than all this? 


And leſt any Gay, that this is but the Doctrine of the 


]. ſuits, remember that Perron was another kind of man, 


aud the famous Perverter of King Henry the fourth. And 
I will cite here the words of one more of a .multitude, 
cven one that wrote ſo long ago, as to be numbred with 
the · Fathers is Biblioth. Patr. To. 4 p. 913. and a Roman 
Cardinal Bertrard Card. & Epiſ. Eduenſ. de Orig. & uſa 
Furiſd. Qu. 4. | Reſpondes & dico quod Poteſt 15 Spiritualis 
debet duminari amni humane Creature per rationes Hoſti- 
enſi⸗ Item quia Feſus Cbriſtus filius Dei dm fit in 
boe mundo, & etiam ab æterno naturalis domium fuit, & de 
jure naturali in Imperatores & quoſcunque alios depoſutionis 
ſententias"ferre potuIſſtt, & damnations, & quaſcunque ali- 
: Dipote in perſons qu ere erat, & donis naturalibus & 
gratuito donaverat, & etiam conſervabat. Et eadem ratione 
etiam ejus Vicarins poteſt. Nam non videtur diſcretns Domi- 
nus fuiſſe ( ut cam reverentia tjus loquar ) nifi unicum 
ſe talem Vicarium reliquiſſet , qui bec omnia poſſet. Fruit 
autem iſte Vicarins ejus Petru apud Matthexm : Et idem di- 
eendum eſt de ſucceſſoribu Peri, cam eadem ahſardit u ſe- 
guertt ur, fi poſt mortem Petri bamauam naturam 8 ſe creatam 
fine regimine unit reliqui a 

I will Engliſh it leit the unlearned believe not what 
Fathers, what a Rablieth. Patrum, what Cardinals, and what 


Doctrines the Roman Clergy obtrude upon the Chriſtian 


world. 

[ I anſwer and ſay, that the ſpiritual Power axght to bave 
ination over every humane creature, by Hoſtienſis reaſons 
Alſo becauſe Jeſus Cbriſt the Son of. God while be was 
in this world, and alſo from Eternity, watabe Natural Lord : 


and by Natural Right, could paſs the ſentence of Depoſition 


and of Damnation, and any other, Emperours and 
any others, as being — 2 and 7 
with Natural Gifts, and freely, aud alſo preſerved: And by 


the ſame reaſon bis Vicar can de it ; For the Lord ſtemeib 


= 2 =» 
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- not to bave been diſcreet ( that I may ſpeak with reverence 


5) 


0 bim) wileſs be had left bebind him one ſuch Vicar, who 
could do all theſe thingr. And in Matthew this bis Vicar 
was Peter: And the ſame muſt be ſaid of the ſucceſſors of 
Peter, ſeeing the ſame abſurdity would follow , if after the 
death of Peter be bad left humane nature_created himſelf, 
without the Regiment of One perſon. 

Do you think this is not plain dealing enough, it men 
are willing to underſtand ? 

I know that there were Emperours and Princes that 
ſtrugled hard, beſore they ſuffered themſolves to be thus 
ſubjected; And theſe Emperours had Lawyers, Stateſmen 
and Divines that took their parts; as all the Treatiſes in 
Goldaſtus his three Volumes de 


Monarch. and his Ing. i. 


- o 
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. 
1 8 0 . 


See Bellarm. de Ponti/. Ro. Ii. 5. c. 1. & 6. 


(hew. But ſtill thoſe that frded 
with the Pope ſpake contrary, as 
the argymencations of thoſe 
Baoks beſides the Authors whom 
they oppoſe, - do ſhew. And, 
alas, Occhaw, and Marſilins Pa- 
t,, aud Widdsington and 
Barclay cag all top late. For 
all that Seculpr Former which was 
cloaked with the name of Ec- 
cleſiaſtica and Spiritual, was be- 
fare fo deeply rooted in the 
Papacy, that they durſt plead for 
no more, than that Princes axe 
nc ſubject to the Pope in Tem- 
porals: But as you truly note, 
—_— of Temporals , and 


& 75.68. he faith, It is the common 
} of all Catholick Divines , 
that the ratione ſpiritvals bath at 
haſt indinfty 4 certais Power, and that 
the bigbeft ix Tewporals. Which c. 6. he 
faith, 4 juſt ſurb ove Priects, 45 the ſoul 
bath over the body; or fenſitive petite: 
ard that thus be may change Kingdoms, and 
tahe them from one, and gde to another, as 
the chief Spiritual Prince, if | jt be but ne- 


coſy ts it. of /auls.: Yea, he faith, 
that 1t is 1 at for Obriflians to to- 
lerate an 11f6del ov. Hoverical' King, if be 
teadegunur to draw bis Subj(fts te bus He- 
reße or unbebef. But te judge whether 4 
Mia do m to Heeße of nat, belonpeth 
to the Poe, ta when the cart of Religion is 
committed, Therefore it beloxytth to the 
Poe to judge 4 King to be depoſed, &c. 


Magiſtrates proper work about things Eccleſaſtical, 


was till vailed under the name of Spiritual: And at laſt 


even the Power 


indirecthy, as in erdive 


in daimed more ſubtilly, an 
Hiritualia. 


- But you'l ſay, that Al men ore naturally ſo regardful of 
zally Princes, that ut is not 


they ſhould be ſo ſervile, tame 8 ſelf-abafing, as to give 


away 


. (6) ö | 
 eway ſ⸗ 14 art of thelr Kia Aim te a Foreigner, yes, 
to 21 pre 2% ( by bimſelf; or by. bi mot famous 

Writers) and. by bit Councils eliimeth 4 ——_—_ to depoſe 
them; They ib with their ann Nobles and other Subjects, 
are ſo jealous of their Prerogatives, would never fo far depoſe 
themſelves, if they did but know what they do: And there- 
fore when Popiſh Princes underſtand the manter, they will ſhake 
off the yoke, and reaſſume their right. W 

Anſw. It's true, that Proteſtant Princes and Mates have 
done ſo; And the true meaning of our Oath of Suprema- 
cy is the ſame with your main deſign: And though ſome 
have ſtumhled at thoſe words, that the King is Swpream 
Gorernonr in all Caufesr Eccleſiaftical, the meaning is only 
(as hath been oft phblickly declared) that be is the Su- 
prtam Civil or Coaltive Governowr by the Sword, in all-Cauſes 
Ecclefiaftical, fo far as they fall under that Coactive or Co- 
ercive Government. And hereby the King doth but reaſ- 


ſume the Royal Power over the Clergy and- the affairs of 
Religion, - which the Pope had uſarped under the name 


of Ecclefiftical. For its well known what was called Ele- 
fiaftical Power in England in the times of Popery:ſo that this 
much of the Vail is zemoved long ago among all Proteſtants. 
And if you peruſe but Biſhop Bilſons excellent Tract of 
Chriftian Subjediom, and Biſhop Andrews his Tertira Torti 
(to paſs by all others) you wilt ſee that this Caſe is bet- 
tex opened, than I for my part am able to open it- And 
it is ſeldom heard of (for all the induſtry and ſubtilty of 
Rome ) that any Prince or State doth Voluntarily tum Pa- 
piſt, that is once delivered from the Yoke, and that ever 
again parteth with his power when he hath-recovered it. 

But yet that even this Argument from Notorious Intereſt; 
dath not recover the Liberty of -Countreys: ſubject to the 
— you will the leſs wonder; if you conſider theſe 
three thn | 

1. That the Papal Intereſt hath got ſach rooting in their 
Subjects minds, that it is not in heir power to reaſſume 
their right... The Clergy are ſo numerous, ſubtile, ubiqui- 
_ potent, and the people ſo commonly deceived, 
ſo tenacious of ancient Cuſtoms , that to make this 


ak. 4X 
8 


a - 
. 


e 


Change, might caſt all into a flame: And they think'it be 
ter to loſe part, than all. And no doubt but the examples 
of Henry the thigd, and Henry the fourth bf Fravxte, maked 
ſome think, that if they diſpleaſe the Pope and his Confe- 
| derates, they have not ſufficient ſecurity for their lives. 
2. And Princes ſtand uſually on ſuch terms of danger or 
jealouſie from one another, that they are fain to keep ſuch 
a Peace at home, leſt they expoſe themſelves to a greater 
miſchief from abroad. And they are broken by the Papal 
ſubtilty, eſpecially in Germany and Italy, into ſuch. Fractions, 
and petty Principalities, that few of them are ſtrong enough 
to defend themſelves againſt the Confederates of the Pope 
( when potent Emperours heretofore could not do it. ) And 
-- many ot them, eſpecially the Houſe of Awftris; do take 
this Copartnerſhip of the Pope, to be a great part of their 
th: And as anciently many Emperours were forced 
to chooſe their Ceſars and Copartners, when the defence 
of the Empire was too hard for themſelves alone; fo di- 
vers Princes are glad to make uſe of the Papal intereſt and 
power for their own ſecurity; though upon terms that 
elſe would never be ſubmitted to. | So 
And in ſome Countreys the Rebellious difpoſttion of the 
Subjects driveth them to accept of this dear remedy ; and 
they chooſe rather to themſelves by a Copart- 
ner, than to ſtoop to the wills of their inferiours. 
For here you muſt take notice, that the pretence ofa Fu 


divinum and of Spiritnality, and the Duereft of Chris, ind 
of the ſafety of their ſouls, doth make this kind of ſervi- 


tude diſhonourable, than it is to be overtopt by a 
neighbour Prince, or to be curbed by theit ſubjects. For 
what diſhonour is it fora man to be ſubject to his Maker 
and Redeemer? Nay, What greater honour can there be? 
And the Roman Clergy have uſed themſelves to Canonize 
thoſe Princes that have been moſt zealous for their Gran- 
dure, and to raiſe the fame and praiſes of ſuch, as have 
raiſed chat which they call the Church, that the very am- 
dition of the Cletgies Praifes;- doch do much to tempt 
ſame to a tame ucceptance of 4 Copartner, who pretendeth 
to be the Vicar of Chriſt : When this ſervitude goeth for 


B 2 


r 


9 pa lurtbereth their that the Popes 
Agents are commonly bred up in Lea g; and fo arc 
made able to over-wit the Laity 5 And chat it is their great 
dclign, to gratiſie the Luſts of Princes, by ind their 
voluptuous ſenſual lives, that ſo they may ſpend their dayes 
in ſuch things, as will never advance their underſtandi 
to an ability to diſcern the cheats of their Copartners : 
And they deteſtably cherifh-the Ignorance of the Common 
. Laity, that they may be the fitter to be led and maſtered by 
them; even as men keep women from Learning, and great 
aftainments, leſt they ſhould be the more uncapable of ſub- 
Sarge” — Satan E 2 

apal Uſurper the Lauty into power, ' 
own conſens,. by 2 Pleaſing baits; as make their 1 
eaſie to them. e 2 them of their 


1 Pr IE we. no — 


The Rowen Prelate mult be 


the Trohebof eh winhl, the Prieſt of all the 


conkiſiech of two parts. 1. The */ 


Do 


('#) : NAY 
giver and the — Surry the world, even at the Anti- 
podes, and where he hath no acquaintance not acces. . - | 

— cm EI to be a Biſhop in other mens 

, and to rule in all matters, where he hath ao 
_ power, than any Paſtor hath in another Paſtoral 
rge. 

3. And by this he undertaketh to be the Spiritual Father 
and Governour of all the Kings and Rulers of the Chriſtian 
world, and 1o to have the power of encommmicating 
them when he thinketh there is cauſe; and to brand them 
as uncapable of Chriſtian communion with their own Sub- 
jets 3 or with any other Chriſtians. 

4 By this he uſurpeth authority of impoſing what Pa+- 
ſtors he pleaſe ( even ſuch as will on his intereſt ) up- 
——— away yo Pri 

and people of their juſt liberty of choice. 

» By this alſo he uſurpeth the power of depoſing what 
Biſhops or Paſtors he pleaſe, and depriving the people of 
their neceffary helps, aud faithfulleſt Teachers. Tea, of 
putting whole Nations under Interdicts of ſervin and ho- 
nouring God in Church- aſſemblies 3. command ii all Pa- 
ſtors to ſhut up the Church doors, and forbidding them to 
perſom their office, and to preach Chrilts Goſpel, or ad mi- 
niſter his holy Sacraments. 

6. By this he ſendeth forth bis Miſſionaries; and ſtttethy 
up Societies of Jeſuits und Fryers to do his wont, und dom- 
mandetli ll mam people to receive and coume- 

B he layerh ight -of for 

By this claim to a right of maintenance for 

Welk end his MiſGoearies in al penwof che wor, i the 
name of Chriſt, the labouter is worthy” | 


8 2171. . 
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tion. For every true Paſtor with his on flock hath the 
Power of Guiding them by delivering Chriſts Doctrine and 

| Peceepts' , and commanding obedience as his Servant or 

Embaſſadour in his Name; and of denouncing. his judge- 
ments, and of judging, obligingly who are fit to be taken 
in to the Church by E. ptiſm, and who to be caſt out «as 
Impenitent by excommunication in his own. particular 

Charge or Socicty. And it the Pope ulurp. a power ot 
doing all this and tore, as an Univerſal Palior only, this 
is an Uſurpation of a Church Power, and not of a Magiftracy. 

' And indeed jf you will acquit him from the guilt of the 
Myſterie of Iniquity any. further than he invadeth Magi- 
ſtracy it ſeif, you will do him a great deal ot wrong: For 
he is the Vicerizs Cbriſti, aud the Vice-Chrit more notably 
by his Spirizzsl. Vſarpation of à power proper to Chrift 
. „or at lealt of a power that Chriſt never gave » 

un 


HM. His ſetting up a KIN GD OM, and invading the 
MAGISTRACY is done I. Bircly, IL Indirect 


and Conſc tially. 2 

a L DireShy 3 1. By holding a Secular Juriſdiction, as the 
King of Rome, here he exerciſeth the Supream Civil Pow- 
er, * Auperiour Civil Governour; either 
as to the Legitlation or Execution, in all the parts of his 

2. By his laying claim to wan Kingdoms as his own 
( among which Exg/ond is one, as pretended to be deli- 
vered to him by King Fobx )) and ſuppoling that the Kings 
do — them as — — by his Grant. 

3, By laying claim to the Temporal or Corporal Go- 
— X (iy ſome) -or of all the Chri- 
ſtian world ( ſay others): Of which you may ſee a. multi- 
tude of Volumes written in the defence. of his 
ons: ——— of this ſubject, 
which — En See of 
Princes do conſute. I gave you Cardinal: Bertrends words 


g 1112 j IT | 4d 7: l : 
And though ſome of their Clergy who live undes Prin- 
ces that are not. willing to.xclign Crowns, do diſclaim 
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the Popes did Title to the Univerſal Civil Soveraignty; yet 
he hitmfelf difchimeth it not, nor condemneth the Books as 
ſuch, that have been written to defend it. | 

In the Feſwits Morals the laſt Chapter hath this Title 

U. That the Teſwits teach, tbat the Church cannot command 
ſpiri internal attions ; That itr Laws and guidance 
are humane, and that it is it ſelf only a Political | Where 
the Zanſenift chargeth them wirh deſtroying the Church from 
its. ſoundatioi and making it altogether external, humane 
and Politickz and that which needeth only Politick Ver- 
tues for its Government, and the exerciſe of its principal 
offices, and that they make its Laws but humane and po- 
litick, which oblige only to things external: and charg- 
eth them as Cyprian did the Novatians, Q Etclefiam 
bamanam facinnt ] So that if he accuſe them juſtly , here 
is no room for any ſubterſege : It is not the Spiritual and 
Tempora power that he makes them claim, but the Tem 
poral or Eternal only : But what / doth the Fanſeniſt him- 
ſelf cherefdre diſclaim all Temporal Power in the Church, 
or is he juſt to Kings ? Judge but by pag. 388.7 where he 
boafteth of Confeffton of the Truth, Oe [- Eccle- 
fiaftich, power if "inftituted immediately from-God, and the Ci- 
- yo — comes immediute — 2 —* : * —— Civil 
power regards 7 | rrefly wealth and peace temporat 
only :] And he adds ¶ For the Civil power e the outs 
ward order and Civil tranquility alone ; and preſcriber none 
but. outward aud humane means to attain this end.] Which 
is all falſe, and moſt injurious to Kings; whom this mode. 
rate Fanſeniſt would hereby ſet as far below every Prieſt; 
in real dignity and amiahleneſs to the Subjects as a Humane 
Creature is below a Divine, and- the intereſt of the body 
is belom that of the ſoul. Whereas. indeed God is the im- 
mediate Original of Civil and Churetv power, though in 
both the Perſons are deſigned by the means of men. And 
both have God? hirmlelf for their ultimate end, aud the 
Common Good ef the Society won End - 
which. ever conſiſteth moſt in ſpititua r ing 
to Eternal. gh the Magiſtrates weapon be the Sword, 
and the Paftors only the Word, by which all this is 9 : 
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Indeed it is not 1 1 le that the Papacy-in its preſent 
State can be defended by any man how moderate foever, 
without Injury to —— whoſe Power the Pope 
hath fo notoriouſly invaded and uſurped : For how can 
they defend him, that uſurpeth the- Power of Kings, or 
uſurpeth a falſc Power over Kipgs, and not be injurious to 
them that the Uſuxper 1 | TP | 
But it is moſt wonderful to me, that when IF, Barclay de- 
lendeth the right of Monarchs in ſuch à Kingdom as 
France that hath power and will to hold faſt its own, he 
(hould complain as if he undertook a Cauſe which moſt 
were againſt him in, and jn which he expected to he won- 
dered at for his ſingulazity. | 
4- By their Inquiſition, and by their Decreeing Corpo- 
ral Penalties in their Councils and Decreeing the C— 
cf Princes, and the giving 4 Dominions to others, 
as in the two fore cited Councils > Raman. ſub. Greg. g. & 
Leven; lane a word, by all that they don their 
uſurped Legzillatioa, Judgement and Kxerution, hy the 
Sword, or a. forcing Power as in themſelvcz, 
II. But the more ſucceſaſul Uſurpation of the Power and 
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Audi if Princes obey them nat, or 
Temporal Lords will not burn or baniſh all ſuch Herezicks 


believing ſenſe, the Pope is not to touch thei 
by CN ID Andif chey will noe 
the Pope, when they are excommunicate, the Pope 


| will not draw « Sword — thera, bur 
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ancther 'to'take his Lands, and let his great Divines | 
liſh that an Excommunicate King is no King, and that to 
c kill him, is not to kill a King: And if Princes will defend 
n themſelves by Arms, the Pope will not ſend — 2 
r Arms againſt them, but only by the Spiritual Sword, or 
0 Word, command other Princes, States and people to arm 
es againſt their Emperours, Kings and Governours, 
- and to defend thoſe to whom he hath given their Domi- 


5 nions. How oft theſe Games have been ſeriouſly acted, 
e the German Hiſtories lamentably tell us: and Guicciardixes 
t — and the Exglife, French and others are not wholly 
l | 


So if the Clergy be exempt frory paying Taxes, from 
— rene. A if their Lands and Eftes be not un- 
der the Power of Kings, if they ſet wp Courts of Judica- 
ture with Offices like a Civil Court, if they aſſume to 
themſelves the (ole judgement of Hereticks, and Schiſma- 
ticks, and Apoſtates, and alſo of Teftaments of the dead, 
and of of Aduſtery and Fornication, of lawful or 
unlawtul degrees of Marriage, and of Divorce, it the Pope 
hy Taxcs on the C that are Subjects in all Princes 


Dominions, if de e of Buildings, 1 Glebes, 
Momaſteries, Lands, Ainehoules, Cclledges, oo Farm 
ſuch like; all this is not by the Sword, but by perſwad ing 
Kings and States that they are bound in Corcience to 
promote all this, and obcy the Pope 28 their Ghoſily Fa- 
ther herein: And that if they be ſtricken with the Thunder- 
bolt of Excommunication, they are in a ſtate of damnation, 
and if they ſo dye, are undone'tor ever: Aud by perſwadin 
other Princes and people, that the Arms taken up agi 
ſuch Princes at the Popes Command ( according to the fore- 
ſaid Councils) are meritorious, and fhall procure thar 
{alvation. 

And 'if Princes and people will believe all this, and 
will be deceived, and will voluntarily ſubject themſelves 
to ſach an Uſurper, who can help it? Though it excuſe 
not the Pope, yet they have little reaſon to complain, that 
they loſe that power which they voluntarily give away, 
— the Pope ſhall exerciſe that power which they 
* | C give 
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give, him. And ſo mach to your Cauſe againſt the Pa 
1 But in your Epiſtle to Mr. Arerkin and ſeveral others; 
you lay much of the like charge upou the Reforme d 
Churches, and you take our-great. Reforming Divines, to 
have kept up the Mylterie ot Iniquity in their Diſcipline. 
Concerning which give me leave to deal freely wich you, 
and to tell you, that I am perſwaded that your meaning is- 
ſincere and good, and that it is an wſwrpation or deviſed 
imitation of Secular Government by the Clergy which you 
condemn; and that too great a part of the Proteſtant Clergy 
have given you ſome occaſion for theſe complaints: But 
that really you deal not gccurately in the Controverſie, and 
Accurateneſs is the thing you want. You do not here ex- 
«ly. deſcribe the true difference between the ſeveral powers 
where you ſeem to deſcribe them; you leave out much that 
ſhould be ſaid. It is a more diſtjnct way of handling this 
point, that muſt decide the Controverſics To which end 
- I . have. laid you downan hundred Propoſiions, on occaſion 
of your former Writings ſent me. 

And as you ſay in Epiſt. ad D.Raſſelbem, p. 248. that in 
this you would believe one Phyſicion, one Coxe, Goddard; 
Lower, Ridgley, &c. (Though I have reaſon to think that 
the firſt and laſt-of theſe are more of my mind about 
Church Government than of yours) before a thouſand 
Auguſtinet, . Hieroms, Gregories, yea, Jewells, Davenant, 
Uſers, Dollees;, ſo 2 is, that uſually all men are 
wiſeſt in their own Profeſſian. Aud though I am natural - 
ly ſomewhat unapt to take more than nceds I muſt up- 
on truſt. from any ( ſince I have had great experience of 
humane ignorance and vanity.) yet 1 had rather take a 
Phyſicians judgement in Phyſick, and a Lawyers in points 
of Law, and à Souldiers in Military matters, and a Divines 
in Theology, than any of their judgements about the 
matters of an aliene Profeſſion. Not but that now and 
then a man may arife, that ſhall know more on the by, 
than others that make it the ſtudy of their lives: But that 


is not uſual. And that one man would have been yer 


wiſer, in thoſe things if he had been of that Prefefſion. 


For 
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For ſurely ceteris paribus, he that beſtoweth twenty ye | 
or thirry, or forty, or threeſcore in the Study of Dire 
alone, with its lubſerritnt helps, is liker to 
than he that alloweth it, but now and then a ſpare — 
in the midſt of other div Studies. For my part, it 
I follow not one thing on! I am upon it, but di- 
vide my thoughts — things hererogeneal, F icannot 
pierce deep imo any great difficulties, dor make any thing 
of d iſtracted Stud ies; meqae quicquam rede fit, quod. fir 
3 anime. God doth nor uſe to give wiſdem now 

y the way of Miracles; but they that ſeek, moſt, are likeſi 
to find. And theretore pardon me for telling you, that 
though I am deſervedly a great honourer of me Phyſicions 
you name, yet I ſet more by the Judgement of one Uſher, 
one Devenant, one Ferell, one Dallexs, one Blondel, one Ca- 
mero, one Le Blank, one Petrus Molinew in matters of The- 
ology, than of abundance of Lawyers and Phyſicions. And 
of one Lawyer and Phyſicion in matters of their Profeth- 
on, than of many Divines. Being ftill of «+Pembles: mind, 
that one clear eye can ſee further than 2. Council of pur- 
blind ones. 

And as to the matter of Partiality of which you ſuſpeck 
Divines, it is not without cauſe as to all that parey who 
ſeek for Riches, Eaſe and Honoxrs, or Domination and: Pre- 

ſerments and Prebemineney in tbe. world ; But ſuch as that 

St. Martin whom you mention out of Severas, who ſo ve- 


hemently oppoſed the Ithacian | 

Violence, L and Maxim his uling Ma doo inane — . who hat fi 
the Sword againlt the Priſc 9 HU Eʒ 'obad been a Chrittian © Saiac. 
are as impartial as you. 

tainly if Chriſtianity. be what we we all profeſs to take it for, 

it will make that man beſt who is molt 4 Chriſtian : And he 
that is beſt will bc-moſt impartially and ſelf denyingly 
faithful to Chriſt, and will preter Chriſts honour incompa- 
rably before his own. And he is like to be moſt a Chri- 
fan, who doth fincerely give up himſclt to the cloſcti 
Rudy of it all his dayes. Deny this, and your ſuſpicions 

will fall upon Chriſtianity it ſelt. 


But yet I will allow you to be moderatcly ſuſpicious 
C 2 where” 


— 


— ſee that there is 
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any great bai of coral intereſt 
to tempt men: A 1 Cardinalfrip, (I maſt name 
no more )' may make the Nun Heathen (ay, I will turn 
— —— pry + foe 
will you that a man, yea, 
men, ſhould be Partial where they put themſelves on the 
greateſt ſelſ dena Where they have no profit, no pre- 


terment, na man- pleaſing, no worldly honour to invite 
chem ꝰ Yea, where it is like to diminiſh their gain, to hin · 


der them from preſerment, to make them hated by moſt 
on whom their diſcipline is exerciſedꝰ If a few out of a 
pang of Factious or Phanatick zeal, may caſt themſelves on 
luch a felf-danying lite, it is not like that this will be the 
ordinary Caſe, of. Learned, ſober, godly men. If it be, with 
whom ſhall the ignorant truſt the condud of their fouls, 
that will not make merchandiae of them? Would you be 
partial and falſe to the Truth of Chriſt ſelf, it you 
were the Paſtor of a Church? Is the ſo malignant 
to infect all chat undertake it?. If it be, how can our 
Religion be good? If not, why ſhould you think that 
others will not be as juſt and impartial as % would be? 
Do | em. — what excellent perſoos in all reſpects for 
Wiſdom, and Picty, and Integrity, were Melanchthoy, Be- 
cholktzer, Sobnius, Kimedontizs, Olevian, Urfinas, Zanchin, 
Paræus, and thoſe Enghſh men you named, and many 
hundreds more; ho more unlikely through Ignorance or 
partiality to betray the truth ? 

But they ſay, that Intereft will not ly. Do you not 
know that an able Preacher, may better by may degrees 
conſult his own Eaſe, his Profit, and his worldly honour: 


by Preaching only, than by this troubleſome ungratetul . 


work of Diſcipline ? I am contident that you and I do 


take oneanother for true plain * honeſt men, and 


therefore can believe each othet. if you will believe 


me, I did, in mf Paſtoral —_ iu thoſe times when L 


was thought tolerable in the Sacred Othce )) for about ten 
(of the twenty. that I had leave to preach) exerciſe 

me Diſcipline upon ſome particular oſſendors, according 
to the common judgement at Proteſtant Divines; And it 


was 
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. was ſamuch to my laboxr, to my expence of time, to the 
gricvous diſpleaſure of thoſe that: feil under it, and requi- 
red ſo much fcit-deuyal, that when I conſulted with 
and blood , if 1 might but have forborn it, and only 
preached, and given the Sacraments to all that came, 1 
ſhould have thought my ſelf fo greatly disburdened, as 
would have made ray lite to be ſenſually pleaſant: fo that, 
I had not any maintenance of my-own, I think 1 
could gladly have given up all that I received for my Mi- 
niſtry, and made what other ſhift I could for ſood ray- 
ment, ſo I might but have been freed from the trouble of 
this particular Diſcipline : I ſpeak only what it was to ficth 
and blood, and nut what it was to faith, which ſaith 
God cannot be ſerved too dearly. Till I ſpeak this to 
one that hath tryed the thing I talk of, I ſhall take it for 
granted, that my words are not halt undertiood. 

It you ſay, Why then did you not forbear a work fo 
—_—_— ? I now-only anſwer, Why doth not the judge 
and Sheriff forbear hanging Murderers and Thieves: The 
reſt of my Anſwer you ſhall have anon. | 

Though my following Fropolitions ſeem full enough in 
— difference between the two Powers; yet 1 will 
here allo brieſſy tell you, 1. Somewhat of the nature of 
Church Power ; 2. Somewhat of the certain Truth that jeſus 
Chriſt did inſtitute. it: 3. Somewhat of the Neoeſſity of 
it ſab ratioue medii ad fine. 

I. For the ffi, take theſe few things together, and you 
may clearly ſee what power we claim. 

_ 1. Our Office fog the Origizal of it, is as immediately 
from Chriſt as that of Magiſtrates, and is not made by. 
Kings or any Monarchs. Therefore we hold it as imme- 
diately from Chriſt. a 

2. Fot the Matter of it, it is only to expound and ap- 
ply the Word of God, both commonly in Sermons, and 
particularly to each mans ſeverab Caſe, as PhylGHons look 
to the Cute of individuals : And alſo to exerciſe the Keys 
of the Church or Kingdom of Chriſt 3 that is, 1. To be 
the ordinary Judges who is to be taken in by iſm 5. 
- And alſo who wto be * admoniſhed as _ 

3 


* 67860 
-lovs, in our particular Charge: 3. And aWo who is to be 
abſolved as p:nitent: 4+ And who is to be declared un- 
tucet for Church · communion, as obſtinately impenitent, 
and to be forbidden Communion with the Church, and the 
Church with him, and conſequently denyed the privi- 
jceges of the Church, and ſigns of Communion in the 
Lords Supper, which it belongeth to the-Paſtor to deliver 
only to the capable, and. by the peoples tamiliarity and 
brotherhy Society, which tacy are obliged- to deny them. 
And this Sentence of the Pattor, if it ſhould proceed on 
miſtake, doth not make the mans Caſe the worſe before 
God; but yet (till the Church have fought its due reme- 
dy againſt. miſtak ing Paftors ) it remaineth fo tar valid, a8 
that none again. it may obtrude himſelf on the Commu- 
nion of that Church. For,4 pray you tell me, if Plato, 
or Zeno miſtake in their judgement of a Diſciple whom 
they refuſe, or any Free Schooltnaſter in judging of the in- 
capacity of a Scholar, ſhall others fo mis judged intrude in- 
to their Schools, and make themſclves their Scholars 
againſt their wills? Or thallhe' whom by miſ- information 
you refuſe or reject from your family or ſervice, - beeome 
your houſhold ſervant in deſpight of you? 

3- And as to the Inſtruments and manner of exerciſing 
our Othce, we :proteſſedly diſclaim all pretenſions to any 
power of the Sword, or of corporal penalty, that is co- 
active or coercive. You confeſs this once your felt. We 
claim no power but by the Word, either generally preach- 
ed, or particularly applyed to the caſe of thoſe that are of 
our charge. No other power of Excommunication do we 
claim: If men will deſpiſe our Minifterial inſtructions, 
reproofs and cenſures, we have done with them. Shall 
they force themſelves into our familiarity or communion 
in ſpight of us / Your Epift. 54. ad Mettagerium opencth 

the matter ſo fairly, that we little differ from it. If you 
(ay that Presbyterians and Epiſcopal ſet up Courts, Judica- 
tories, with Officers like Civil Courts: I anſwer, 1. The 
more pomp and likeneſs40 - the Magiſtrates coercive way, 
the worſe 1 like it. 2. But howſhall men be heard, if they 
de not cited? How ſhall ſuch things be . Jufily. and Regu- 
6 | larly, 
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larlytranſacted, if there be not a known Time and Place, 
and if Accuſers and Witucſſrs be not ſummoned ? - Are not 
ſuch regular proceedings neceſſary even in Cafes of meer 
arbitration? If this be all, here is no more Sword, no more 
force, than in 'a. Pulpit. And how doth Excommunica- 
tion (that is, declaring an Impenitent perſon untit for 
Church Communion by Chriſts Laws, and binding him 
over to the great day) I ſay how doth this touch mens 
bodies or cltates, or work any otherwiſe than a Pulpit- 
Scrmon on the conſciencious Volunteers? 3. And it horn- 
ing, or Writs de Excommunicato Capiendo, or impriſonment, 
or burning men as Hzxeticks follow this, all this is the Ma- 
giſtrates own doing? If it be well, praiſe him for it, If it 
be ill, blame him tor it. It Rulers will make ſuch Laws; 
and if they will ſo far be Executjpners of the Clergies De- 
crees, ho can hinder them? It it be againſt their right, it 
is their own 4d, who give ſo much of their right away. It 
you lay, that Clergy men are too blame that urge them to 
it; you ſhall not caſily think worſe of theit ſo doing, than 
1 do: It is greatly againſt our wills that the Sword ſo 
cloſely followeth Ex communication. Lthink it is the ef- 
fect of Carnal Clergy mens baſe conceit of their own Sa- 
cred Office, as if it were a Leaden unpowerful Sword. 
which Chriſt hath put into their hands, and Excommuni- 
cation were invalid, when the Sword forceth not the impe- 
vitent to diſſemble Repentance and Submiſſion. When. 
great worldly baits. have enticed worldly men- into the 
Sacred Ofhee, as to a worldly preferment and Trade, they 
will judge accordingly and manage it like themlelves 
( which is and hath been the Churches Peſt ) We would 
beg on our knees of Kings and Magiltraves, it it. would 
prevail, to leave Church Cenſures to our Logds intended, 
uſe ; .and valtant quantum valere poſſunt; and to keeptheir 
Sword out of Church-mens hands, and to puniſh men in 
their own Courts fox (very crime that deſerveth it 3 but 
not quatemm excommmmicate,. or meerly becaule the Clergy 
hath judged them unmeet for Church. Communion-: He 
that taketh Excommunication alone for. no puniſhment, 
is not fit to be in the Communion of the 3 
the retore 
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m therefore ſhould not be driven for fear of a Non to that 
which he hath no right to. So that you muſt not charge 
the acts of Princes, nor of ambitious Cardinals, &. ncicher 
on Colvin, Bega, or any ſuch as them. 

And as to Lay-Elderr, or Lay Chancelors, I am no mor 
for them than you are; that is, as the Magiſtrates Officers, 
or as the Churches Sub-Officers eirea ſocrs & non in ſacris : 
But ſure thoſe of them who ere introduced on a miſtaken 

. conceit of Divine right, and do no more than the Paſtors do, 
are. no Uſurpers of Coercive . 

You fee by the late ads of King and Parliament in 
Scotland, that all Externe} Church power is declared to be in 
the King: And what would you have more? No doubt 
the meaning is not, All peer about external things: For 
the Sacraments of Ba the Lords Supper, and the 
perſons baptized, &. are external objects: Nor can it be 
all power that is exerciſed by the external parts of the 
_—_ For the Tongue of the Preacher, and the Hand of 
t 


B 
ſented to, by all that I remember of my that 
— 4 ———— — 
Chr _ or bod — 2 diſtin. foe 
the power of the Word, that worketh directly upon the 
ſoul alone (by the fenfes ) is in the King, and not in any 
of the Clergy, though it be about the matters of Religion. 
2+ And that all power in Church matters and Religion, Ex- 


e e as inſtituted by Chriſt, is of 
the Kings, and his inferiour Magiſtrates. Aud what 
you or any man have more? | , 


4- And as to the exerciſe of out Office, we all oonſeſs 
except the Papiſts ) that we arc reſponſible to the King 
and Magiſtrates, for our faults, yea, for our injurious«mnal- 
adminiftration, And that though the King be not the 


as well as of all Phyficions. And 
you, that we claim no part 
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* — » power is but Perſweaſive. It is but, 
ä Wat, 8 bat on the Conſcience : Ir is under the Ma- 
— . coercive Government: And ſo it is like a Phyſici- 


ons or a Tutors in a Coltedge. But that I pray you leave 
not out 1. That it is not under the Magiſtrates, as to the 
derivation of the office or power, that is, It is no office which 
tht Magiſtrate made or may unmake ; 2. That it is as imme- 
diately of Divine Inſtitution as the Magiſtrates. And there- 
fore in-your ſimilitude you muſt ſuppoſe your Phyſicion 
and Tutor to have a Commiſſion from God. 3. That 
God hath deſcribed our office, and limited the Magiftratcs 
office, ſo that he hath no power from God to binder the Mi- 
niftry. 4- But if he do it injuriouſty we-muſt not reſiſt, 
but 8. be, ſuffer for obeying God. So much of the na- 
ture of the gffice. 
ul. Now that it is certain that God hath committed to 
Paſtors, ſuch a Government of his Church by the Word, as 
to ſtated commiſſioned Officers, — [ have paſt the 
in my following Propoſitions, I'will add nk ere. 
uppoſing what Dr. Flnwagis — ſaid of thie Power of 
the Keyes, and that no man with common ſenſe can take 
the Power of the Keyes, for any thing leſs than a power 
of Church, Government, or Authoritative r and ſo 
a Power of 'teceiving in of — of cauſe; 
It is plain in that et — umiſſion 
and Power, Marth. 28. 18, 1995 20. and thence dateth the 
Commiſſion of his Apoſtles, a AS it was to endure to the end 
of the age or world. 
See I/ 22. 22. & Rev. 3.7. & 1. 18, compared with 
Marth. 16. 19. & Fobn 20, 23. The word Prerbyttr and 
Biſhop can fignific no leis: as Adr 4. 8, & c. compared 
with Ad, 14. 23. & 15. 2, 4, 6, 22, 23. & 16. 4 @& 20. 
17, 28. Tit 1. 5. James 5. 14+ 1 Pet. 5. 1. Rev. 4. 4, e. 
And nothing leſs can be meant by 1 Tim. 5. 17. The El- 
ders that Rule well are worthy F double bononr, &c. Heb. 13. 
17. 24+ Obey them that bave' the Rule over you, for they 
watch, &c. 1 Theſſ. 5. 12, 13. Know them that labour among 
you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonifh you, 1 Tim. 
3+ 1,4, 5 FE wen in. we 8 of a Biſhop, be defireth 


4 good 


7 A 


a. n 

— vk — 0 that Raleth well bis own aſt, bav- 

70, children in ſabjechion Fer if « man not 

bow to rule bis own bouſe, bow ſhall be take care of the Church 

* Tit- 1. 7, &. 1 Pet. 5. 1, 2, 3, 44 Many other 
paſs by. 

And for the act of excommunication, or excluding un- 
meet from Chriſtian Church Communion, it would 
be tedious to ſtand to pindicate all thoſe plain Texts from 
any mens exceptions, 1 Cor. 5. per totum- Titus 3. 10, 2 Fobn 
10, 11. 2 Thefſ. 3. 6, 14 = 2+ 14, 15, 20. 

But while I am writing this, I r er that L have 
er called Univerſal Concord, in whi 
I have deſcribed all the Paſteral Office and Fork: If you can 
prove it leſs than I have there named in any one point, 
you will ſo far caſe us, and take nothing ffom us at all 
that gratifieth our fleſh : If you can deny none of that, we 
are agreed, And in the Pretace to the Book I have 
given you twelve Rraſons of the great uſe of Church Diſ- 
2 which ſhall Gave me the x of the third point 
CNT pot to ſpeak to; fave only that 1 will 

you, 

II, Would you have any. difference made between the 
Chriſtian Church and the Pagan and Ingdel world ? If not 
I you would, it —1 * ſuch a difference as Chriſt 
hath appointed us to make? And doth our Baptiſmal Cove- 
nant contain no promiſe and prot of godlineſs and 
obedience, as well as of Belief ; and ſd of Repentance and 


— of arte Oh | 


mem 
„ 

were ity to 
tized, or the deſert of perſons to be rejected ? br 
could not have rejected Chriſtians injuriouſly , if he had 
not 


eving the corruption” of BY Ie wr on Toes 

) And hath all this Church been from the begin- 
ning under a falſe Government in the main? Or is not Re- 
formation 2 righter way than extirpation, of Diſcipline: as 
well as of Deftrine and f 7 0. 

r Cbriſtia chat is the chiet 
hardening of Tur and other Intidels againſt Chriſtianity? 
And would they not encreaſe this jon that would have 
the moſt vicious to be equally received with the beſt ? 

6. Is not Faith for Helineſe, and did not Chriſt come to 
purie a peculiar people, and reſtore us to the Image of 
God? And if for want of Diſcipling Saints and Swine be 
equally Church-metmbers, and partakers of holy things, is 
that agrecable to this deſign of ourRedeemer ? 
6 

ernment be no to neither is 

the Church which (ird dach n Una. . 
Io nat ſay all this to intimate that yu ſay the contrary. 
But becauſe your Charge on Luther, Calvin and other Pro- 
teſtants ſheweth that you do ſure miſtake them: And to 
tell you that I joyn with you in diſowning the KING- 
DOM and Magjiſtracy of the Mock-Church of Rome; and 
of all that will jmitzze them; But that I yake — 
10 and groſſe xeg/eU. of true Chureb-Diſcipline, to be one 
Satans principal ſervices that is done him upon earth, 
againſt true Godlinels, 
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The Churches and- the. Magiſtrates 


Power ſtated in matters of Religion; In 
an hundred Propoſitions, which al- 
moſt all ſober Proteſtant Teach- 

ers arc agreed in. 


A Reconciliation of the ſober Epiſcopal, 
Presbyterians, Independents and Eraſtians. 


g s - — 
, ©} b 


To my very Learned, cer and worthy Friend u- 
dovicus Moltiozus Dr. F Phyſeck ( The Author of. 
any Treatiſe: on this ſubje@..)) as 


6B P ON the peruſal of your Writings which 
don lent me, the love of the Church, and of 
Tb and Peace and yon, doth command 
me to tell you as followeth h 
1. That I make no queſtion, but that 
the Pride of the Clergy. (with their Co- 
vetoulneſs ) bath for above — ated years been 
a gteater plague to the Churches throughout the Chriſtian 
world, than all the cruelties of the Laity: And that the 
ſenſleſs ing the mauer and manner of Chriſts deciſion 


3 whileſt that the lives of the Prelates 
obſervers, that they till took it for a 
more 


= 


cas) mm 
more important Queſtion, hich of chem ſhowls be the 


eft ? than, Whether #þey or 9 | ſhould be ſcved. And. 


it hath ever been a matter o remarque, that there 


have been ſeldom any dangerous Sebhiſin on one ſide, or 


any cruel Perſteution on the other ſide, which the Clergy 
have not been the principal caufes of : And that the Laity 
would be more quiet, it the Clergy did not delude them, 
or exaſperate them; And that even the more miſtaken and 
violent ſort of Magiſtrates, would have ſome moderation 
in their Perſccutions, if the Clergy did not make them be- 
licve, that a burning killing Zeal js the mark of a good 
Chriſtian, and is the ſame that in Tit.2-14.is called a zeal of 
good works, and that to deſtroy the bodies of men truly fear- 
ing God, is the way to ſave their dn ſouls, or their Do- 
mmions at lcaſt; when indeed, the zcal of Chriſts com- 
manding, is à zealonws Love to one another, and a zealows 
doing good to others, and the Deviliſh zeal ( as St. James 
diſtinguiſheth it, James 2. 15, 16, 17.) is an envious, ha- 

ting, hurting zel. | | 
2. That in all this the Laity are not innocent, but muſt 
thank themſelves for the evil that befalleth them; and 
that on two notable accounts : 1. Becauſe they have ordi- 
narily the ebooſing of the dignified and beneſieed Churchmen, 
and they have bat ſuch as they chooſe themſelves: They 
think it is their wiſdom as well as piefy, to make the Ho- 
nour and Profit ſo great, as thall be a very ftrong bait to 
Pride and Covetoxſneſi : And when they have fo — the 
Proudeſt and moſt Cove tons. will certainly be the Seekers ; 
and. that with as much craft and diligence, as an ambitious 
mind can uſe their parts to: And he that E by him- 
ſelf and friends J is likeſt to ind: Aud the more humble 
and heavthly any one is, and cenſtquently moſt honeſt, and 
fit to be a Paſtor of the Church, the further he will be from 
the Seekers way! So that except it be where the world hath 
Rulers ſo wiſe nl firm gel: pious as to ſeek out the wor- 
thy who ſeck not for themſelves, its calie to znoſticate 
da eben che Chulch will have : Ed verily 
they that chooſe them, are the unſitteſt to complain of 
them. Whereas if the r maintenance were ſüch, 
| 3 as 


GW, 
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; Miniſtry for works ake 45 
Students might not * a Trade for wealth, but 2 
ſelf-denying ation of themſelves to God, the Churches 
would de accordingly provided; And they that intend the 
ſaving of ſoule, would be the Candidates, (by their own 
and their Parents dedication ) as now they that intend 4 
Trade to live and ſerve the fleſh by (in an honowrable way) 
are too great a part of them. Or men might be further re- 
warded ex poſt fallo for their Merits, without being tempt- 
ed to findy principaly for that reward. And it we will 
needs bave carnal men, let us not wonder. it they live car- 
nally. And if the carnal mind be eumity to God, and neither 
is nor can be ſubjeft to his Law, Rom. 8. 6, 7. we may ca- 
lity prognoſticate how Chrifts enemies will do bis work, 
and guide his Church, and whether their wills and wayes 
will be ſuch as the conſcionable can conform to. 

3- And the Laity are unexcuſable, becauſe it is they (in 
all thoſe Countreys where Popery and Church-tyranny pre- 
vaileth ) who put their Sword into the Clergics hands, and 
give away their own authority, and ſet up men to vie 
with them, and to overtop them : of which more anon. 

3- 1 grant you alſo, that in all ſuch Countreys as afore- 
ſaid (where Popery and Church-tyranny prevaileth ) the 
name of Eccleſiaftical Court end Diſcipline, is applyed to 
that mungrel power, which is neither Fiſh nor Fleſh; and 
that the true Spiritual Power ſet up by Chriſt, is corrupted 
and turned into a ſecular thing, or by confuſion, a third 
{ort ariſen out of both. And that Popiſh Princes are woful- 
ly abuſed by this deccit: while that the reverence of the 
name of the Church and Church-Government, doth perſwade 
them to ruine the Church ipdeed, and to ſet up their 
Subjects to be the Governours of themſelves, and to give 
away their own power to their ſervants, and then to ſtoop 
to the power which they have given. 

4+ And 1 grant you, that all this miſchief would much 
be cured, it Magiſtrates would keep the Sword to them- 
ſelves, and uſe it only according to the judgement of their 
proper Courts; and would leave the Power of the Church 
| Reyes 


» 
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Reyes to the Paſtors, & veleant valere poffunt ; 
let it be thought penalty for an excommuni- 
cate perſon gz tali to be excommunicate > And not to 
take him to be a penitent, or worthy of the Communion 
of the Church, that had rather be there than in a Gao). 
There be wiſer wayes of bringing men to Repentance and 
to the Communion of the Church, than by ſaying { Chooſe 
this or the Goal : You are worthy to be in the Church, it 
5 had but rather be in it than in a Priſon. ] Chriſt ſaid, 


Forſake all, or ye cannot be my Diſciples , ] Aud ſome fay, 

Be Chriſts Diſciples, or forſake all: The Church will re- 
ceive you, if you will but accept her communion rather 
than impriſonment or beggary. ] A kind Church indeed ! 
ot which more anon. | | 

5+ But notwithſtanding all theſe conceſſions, I muſt fur- 
ther tell you, that it is the Paſtors of the Churches that 
mult keep up the intereſt of Chriſtianity in the world ; and 
that as the bad ones are the greateſt plagues, ſo the good 
ones are the greateſt bleffings of the earth; even the ſalt 
and lights of the world: And none but the enemies of 
Chriſt are their enemies, (as ſuch.) And as the Miniſtry 
hath grown better or worſe, ſo hath Chriſtianity either 
riſen or fallen, in all times and places of the Church on 
earth. (Of which fee Two Sheets which I have written 
for the Miniſtery, againſt the Seekers and Malignants long 
ago.) 
6. And though the Cirnal Clergy aſore deſcribed, de- 
ſerve all the invectives in your Books, and their Uſurpati- 
ons, and turning Church Diſcipline into a ſecular thing, do 


* call aloud for a juſt detection and rebuke, and it would 


be the happineſs of the world, if the eyes of all Chriſtian 
Princes and Rulers, were opened in this point; yet I muſt 
tell you, that I believe molt ſober, pious Proteſtant Divines 
are really agreed in the main things that you deſire and 
intend ; And that bath you and ſome of your adverſaries 
both do amiſ;, to make the difference ſcem wider than in- 
deed it is: And that making Verbal differences ſeem real, 
and ſmell ones ſeem great, is an ill employment; when a 


few diftinitions and clearer explioations, would make _ 
1665S 
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there is none, Matth. 28. 20. Epb. 4. 12, 14, 16, &c. 
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ſides ſee, that are almoſt of one mind. X 
Theretore So, (ball do in this buſimeſs is, to lay 
down my own judgement, and I think the judgement ot 
all the pious and oh part, of the Epiſcopal, Pretbyteri an, 
Independents and Eraſtians (or Politicians ) in certain brief 
Propoſitions, which ſhall carry their own evidence palt 
all contradiction of Learutd and Conſiderate Qhriſtians. 


7 
tt 


Prop. 1. He work of the Goſpel-Miniſtry is not a 

work of meer Charity and Liberty, but an Of- 
fice - work: Amtbority, Reaſon and Love, are its principles, 
Matth. 28. 19, 20. Tim 1. 5. AAs 14. 23. 

2. This Office is inſtituted by Chrift himſelf, and by the 
Holy Ghoſt, Ibid. 4d, 20. 28, &. | 
3 It was inſtituted for great and weceſſury ends, that the 
Miniſtry might be Chrifts Agents, Meſſengers, Stewards, &c. 
tor the turthering the affairs of his Spiritual Kingdom, and 
mens ſalvation in the world, 1 Cor. 4. 1, 2. 1 Tim. 3. 1, 2, 

3, Ce. Als 20. 28. 1 Tbeſſ. 5. 12,13. Lich. 13. 17. 

. 4+ It was firſt put into the hands of Apeſtles choſen by 
Chriſt himſelſ; who were to be the Gatherers, Editiers and 
Guides of his Church, and to be its foundation built on 
Chriſt, and the _tranſmittezs of the Goſpel, and a ſtated 
Miniſtry to the following Ages. 

5- Though the extraordinary part of their work ceaſed * 
with them, the ordinary part continueth after them, with 
a Miniliry which is to continue to the end of the world 
Eph. 4. 11, Ce. | 

6. This Office was in time before a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
and muſt be the ſame where there is any ſuch, — where 


7+ It conlilteth in an Authority conjunct with an Obliga- 
tion to do their proper work. 

8. This Miniſterial Office is ſubordinate to Chriſt in the 
three parts of his Office, Prophetical, Prieſtly, Kingly ( as 
they are commonly diſtinguiſhed ) or, in Teaching, Wor- 
ſhipping God, and Governing his flocks, Jab 20. 21. Matth. 
28.19,20- 1 Cor. 4. 1, · 1 Tim. 3. z, 3, &c. & 5. 17. Als 6. 4. 


9. It 
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9+ It is effential to the Office to have all theſe in DH 

Amthority, but not in Exereiſe, nor in the Civil Liberty of 
cxercifmg them (which may be hindered) 42 5. 18, &c. 
: 10. The Office is to be judged of by Gods Inflitxtion, 
18 and not by the Ordainers wills intention, or contrary exprei- 
ſions; if the eſſence of the Office be delivered in general 
words. 

11. Chriſt made theſe Officers the Key-bearers of his 
Churches, that is, the Rulers or Guides, who have authority 
under him over Church communion, to judge what mem- 
bers ſhall be taken in, and who ſhall be put out, Mat. 16. 19. 
Heb. 13. 17, 24. 1 Thbeſſ. 5. 12, 13. | 

12. The hrit and great act of this Key-bearing power 
(never denyed them from Chriſts time to this day) is the 
power of Bepti ing and of judging who (hall be admitted by 
Baptiſm into the Church or number of viſible Chriſtians, 
Mat. 28. 19, 20. 4d: 2.41. & 8. 12, 13,38. 

13. This power is not arbitrary but Mixiſterial, regulated 
by Chriſts univerſal Laws; which defcnibeth every mans 
Title to admittance 3 which is | bis own (or Parents it an 
| Infants ) underſtanding, voluntary, ſerions Profeſſion of Con- 
| ſem to the Baptiſna Covenant. | Als 2. 38. & 8. 12. & 10. 
47, 48. Mar. 16. 16. Matth. 28. 20. 
| 14. If one Miniſter refuſe ſuch Comſenters, others muſt 

admit him: And if many ſhould agree utterly to tyrannizc, 

bs N both Magiſtrates by juſt Laws may correct them, and the 

1 people defert them , for better Quides: 1 Kings 2. 27. 
| 2 Fobn 10, 11. Mat. 7. 15. & 16. 6. 

15- The Churches Communzon and Sacraments arc not to 

| be common to all the world. Otherwiſe the Church were no 


b Charch, as convſting of Heathens, Infidels and all, that would 
come even purpoſeſy topoſkne and ſcorn the holy Myfic- 

— ries, 1 Cor. 10. 16. 2 Cor. 6. 14. Ad, 2.47, &c. 
16. It is neceſſary therefore that ſome mem be the Judges 
* who are fir, and who {hall be admitted. Elſe there can be 


TIS no difference. Of this fee my Treatiſe ot Contirmation. 

17. Every man i not to be the ſole publick Judge tor 
bimſelf : For then there would be ſtill no difference, nor 
the Myſteries kept from common ſcorns. 

E 


18. The 
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18. The Magiſtrate is not made the firft and proper 
Judge: For then he muſt make a Calling of it, and attend 
upon this very thing, to try the baptixed and the admitted, 
which is no ſmall work. For he that judgeth, muſt firſt 
try the Caſe, and that with the diligence which the weight 

it requireth, 4&s 8. 37. 

19. The People are not to be the ordinary Judges : for 
elſe they mult all leave their Callings to attend baptizings, 
and ſuch works as theſe 3 and muti do that which molt ot 
them are untit to do: And Chriſt hath put all out ot 
doubt, by putting the Keys into the Paſtors hands, and 
commanding their ſtudy and attending to this work, and 
calling them the Rulers, Guides, Paſtors,Fathers, Stewards, 
Overlecrs, e. and commanding the people to obey them 
with fubmiſſion; and telling (not the people or Magi- 
ſtrates) but the Paſtors of the great and dreadtul account 
that they muſt give, Heb. 13. 17. Matth. 24+ 45, 46, 47 
1 Cor. 4. 1, 2+ 2 Tim. 4+ 1, 2. & 1 Tim. 4. 15, 16. 

20. He that will lay this work upon people or Magi- 
ſtrates, is their cruel enemy; and brings on them a moſt 
heavy burden, and conſequently makes it their duty to 
1 and ſtudy for it, and to avoid all 8ther buſiucſ that 

indercth it ; and would lay them under the terrors of a 
molt tremendous reckoning unto God. | 

21. Seeing it is a truſt that muſt be committed to ſome or 
otber, common reaſon tells us, that it is better in their 
hands that Chriſt hath put it in by Office, and who ſpend 
their lives in preparation for it, than in theirs that neither 
have the preparations nor the Office, 1 Cor, g. 16. & 2 Cor. 
$-19,20. 1 Cor. 4. 1, 2. 

22. It is the great end of Chriſts coming into the world 
to deſtroy the works of the Devil, and to puriſie to himſelt 
a peculiar people zealous of good works, and to fave his 
ny from their ſins, and to vindicate the Holineſs of God: 

the world is ſo apt to judge of Chriſts doctrine by his 
followers, that the Holineſs and Concord of Chriſtians is 
one of Chriſts great appointed means, for his own and his 
Fathers glory in the world : That as Gods greatneſs ſtineth 
forth in the frame of nature, ſo might his Holineſs in the 
| Church : 
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Church: And the Enemies of Holineſs are condemned by 
their Creed, when they proſeſs to believe the Holy Catbo- 
lick Church, and the Communion of Saints. And Rome it {clt 
doth own the name and pretence of Holineſs. 

23. Travellers well know, that the great hinderance of 
the Converſion of Infidels and Reathens, Turks, Perſians, 
Indians, Tartarians, &c. is the wicked lives of the protel- 
ſed Chriſtians that are next them; when they ſee that 
Chriſtians are more falſe, and cruel, and drunken, and beati- 
ly, and divided, &c. thamthemſelves. 

24. Thoſe therefore that would have the Church lye 
common (without Chriits Diſcipline ) to all the moi 
prophane and wicked that will come in, and have commu- 
nion with it, are indeed Antichriſtian, even open enemies 
to the Church, to holineſs, and to the ſaving of the Intidel 
and Heathen world, 1 Cor. 5. 6, 11, 12, 13. 1 Pet. 2. 9. 
Tit. 2+ 14. | . | 

25. The Devil hath fought in all Ages as ſubtilly and di- 
ligently againſt the holy Diſcipline ot Chriſt, as againſt the 
Chriſtian Doctrine. 

26. True Diſcipline doth ſo wonderfully diſpleaſe the 
guilty, and loſe mens love, and eſpecially the Richer fort, 
and all mens carnal intereſt and nature inclineth them ſo 
much to man-plealing and flattery , that Miniſters have 
abundance more need to be driven to the exerciſe of Diſci- 
pline, than reſtrained from it; except it be the corrupt 
and carnal Diſcipline which the Popiſh and tyrannizing 
Clergy do exerciſe, where the Magiſtrate himſelf upholdeth 
them in Grandure, and lendeth them his Sword. Let Diſci- 
pline be but ſuch as Chriſt appointed, and ſtand ot it ſelf, 
ard then it is but few that will have any more cauſe, to be 
reſtrained from it, than from too much preaching : Though 
{till 1 yield, that there muſt be limits for the wilful and 
the indiſcreet, 1 Cor. 5. 3 Fobn 9. 

27. The true Diſcipline of Chriſt hath been acknowledged 
to be his Ordinance , in all the Churches almoſt in the 
world, lince the Apoſtles dayes till now; ſave that (as you 
open it) ſince Conjtantines time it hath been much cor- 


rupted by the mixture of the ſecular torce, and the Em- 
E 32 perours 


(329 
perours lending his Church power to the Biſhops and Conn- 
cils. 

28. Government hath two parts: Antecedem to mens 
fails, which is Legifl:tion ; and Conſequent, which is Fudge 
ment and Execxtion. Chriſt is the only Lawgiver of Uni- 
verſal Laws to the nxiverſal Church; and the Author of his 
own Doctrine, and the ſubſtantials of his Worſhip : But 
yet there are many undetermined circumſtances , which 
may and muſt be antecedently determined, ſome by cach 
Paſtor ; ſome by a conſent of Paſtors, and ſome by Magi- 
ſtrate ( if they pleaſe). I will name you twenty lately 
named elſewhere ; 1. What day ( belides the Lords day) 
and what hour, the Church ſhall meet. 2. How long the 
Prayers, Reading and Sermons ſhall be. 3. When and how 
oftcn publick Faſts and Thanksgivings be. 4. What place 
the Church: ſhall meet in. 5. Of the Form, Ornaments, 
Seats, e. of the Temples. 6. The place and form of the 
Pulpit. 7. The ſubjed of the preſent Sermon, and the 
Chapter to be read. 8. The Method of the Sermon. 
9. The Words of Sermons and Prayers. 10. Of ufing or 
not uſing Books and Sermon Notes for memory. 11. What 
Tranſlation of Scripture to uſe. 12. And what Yerfion and 
- Meeter of the Pſalms. 13. And what Taue to fing in. 

14+ What form of Catecbhiſs to uſe. 15. Of decent Habits, 
eſpecially in publick Worſhip. 16. By what profe ” 
to — conſent to the — * of faith: 
Whether by ing, or liſting up t or ſtandin 

17. Of yall gry ng in - of —— Workin 
18. Of Font, Table, Cups, Cloathes , and other Utenſils. 
19. Making wew Officers for theſe actions circa ſacrs , as 
Door-keepers, Clarks, Churchwardens, cc. 20. Judging 
— — 4 in the Church, and when 
he ſhall be filet, and ſuch other Orders neceſſary to peace 
and Edihcation, 1 Cor. 14. 28, 29. 33. 26, 40. 

29. Moſt of theſe ſhould be left to every Paſtors judge- 
ment; ſome may be determined by the Magiftrete 3 but yet 
ſome are fitteſt for the Concordam determination of Con- 
ſociated Churches, in a Synod, or by conſent. But none of 
them by any neighbour Paſtor (that like the Pope) uſurp- 

eth 
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eth authority over other Churches. Nor ſhould any faxd- 
ing Laws at all, crlawge bp chun. Ayn 7 there is #5" 
need; eſpecially where the caſe is awnrable, and it belongeth 
to the Paſtors function to determine it, as occaſion ſcrvcth. 
2 Tim. 2. 15. Me. 24. 45+ | 

30. Whether theſe Antecedent Determinations of Concor- 
dant Paſtors in a Synod, (hall be called Lari, or Canons, or 
Decrees, is but lis de nomine : And alſo whether this power 
be called Legiſlati n w#riſdiflion. And who will trou- 
ble the Church unneceflarily about Ml and names ? But 
yet I think they may be beſt called Canons or Agreements : 
And I wiſh that high Titles be laid aſide, leſt it encourage 
the uſurping Spirit, that Ws rm after too high things. 

31. Grotiu de Imperi teſt atm circa ſa:ra 
hath ſaid ſo much * 10 oy rall of all all this Controverlic, that 
it is a ſhame to us all that we need any more, and a ſhame 
to me to trouble the world after him,with Writings on that 
ſubject, fo far leſs uſeful; and to any one, to cloud that 
which he hath clearly and judiciouſty ſtated ; were it not 
that renewed occaſions require it. 

32+ Paſtors have not only the charge of right ordering, - 
the Aſſemblies, but alſo of helping and — 4 all the 
individes ls of their charge 3 And t to help them in the perſs- 
nol application of the Scriptures to themſelves, and to re- 
ſolve their particular s and Caſcs of Conſcience; and 
to reprove, admoniſh and comfort the individuals as there 
is nerd. As a Phyſicion is not only to read a Phylick Le- 
cture to his Hoſpital, but to Govern each Patient in order 
to — Cure. 

3. Ordination is & rei & ordinis gratis an act of Ot · 

which the Miniſterial Office Powef is Minifte- 

— iveted by way of Iuveſtiture and Solemnization, as 
a houſe 1 a Key, and a parcel of Land by a 
Turf and Twig, by 3 there - 
unto, Or as our Church ſtate is delivered to us 
tiſm by the like inveſticure. Though yet it is God y 4 
who giveth the Power, and that ſecondarily by his ſervant 
thus . us in it 3 though not without the previous Call 
which is neceſſary thereunto. ; 
E 3 5 34 Ordi · 
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4. Ordination is not an idle Ceremony which the Or- 
dainer muſt perform upon the jadgement of others (Prince 
or people) without his own cognizance of the perſon, or 
againſt his Conſcience : But he that muſt erdein, muſt firft 
judge the perſon ht to be ordained 3 and theretore muſt al- 
ſo try his fitneſs, 1 Tim. 5. 22. 

35. So much of the Antecedent power of the Mini- 
ſtry ; in which it is to be noted, that Ordination and Bap- 
tiſm are efficient ad, like Generation in nature, under God 
the” firft efficient, as ex Quo omnia, and as they are ordinis 
gratia, axe the beginning of Government alſo. And Go- 
vernment is an Ordering act, as under God the ſupream Go- 
vernour, ut per Quem omnia. And Sacramental entertain- 
ment with Chritts body and blood in Church Communion, 
is Allus Amorit, a final act, of friendſhip, under God as 
the final Cauſe, ad Quem omnia. 

36+ The ſubſequent part of the Paſtoral Government, is 
by uting the members of the Church in the exerciſe ot the 
Paſtoral Othce, according to their ſeveral deſerts: which 
is by a General, and particular application of the Word of 
God to their Conſciences, and guiding them in circum- 
ſtances, and judging of actions and perſons according to 
that Word, in order to the good of ſouls, and the preſer- 
vation of the Church and truth, As 20. 28. Heb. 13. 17. 

37. When the whole Church falleth into notorious lin, the 
Paſtors muſt reprove them, and call them to repentance : 
And if they apoſtatize forſake them, as cealing to be a 
Church. | 

38. When a ſingle member falleth into notorious ſcandal, 
the Paſtor muſt admoniſh him, and call him to repentance : 
and if he remain'impenitcent and obſtinate after due admo- 
nition, and publick exhortation and patience, he muſt | as 


Chriſts Steward of his Word and Family, pronounce him 


a perſon unht for Church communion , and require or 
command him in the name of Chriſt to forbear it, and the 
Church to forbear his communion, declaring him alſo un- 
pardoned by Chriſt till he repent, and binding him over 
to his judgement. ] So that Excommunication is a Sen- 
tence of the perſon as uncapable of Church communion 
| according 


of © © . 
—_—__ to Chriſte Laws, and a ſore- judging him as un 
pard and cqndemnable by Chriſts judgement, unleſs he 
repent, and a command to the ſinner to torbear the com- 
munion and priviledges of the Church, and to the Church 
to avoid him, 1 Cor. 5. Titus 3. 10, Ce. 

39. If the ſinner repent, the Paſtor is Chrifts Officer, in 
bis name to pronounce him pardoned, if his repentance be 
fincere 3 and the Guide of the Church to require them to re- 
ceive him again into their communion, 2 Cor. 2. 7,10, 11. 
Cal.6 1, 2, 3. 

40. Becauſe Magiſtrates and people ( as aforeſaid) can- 
not attend fo great a work as this, without the neglect of 


their patticular Callings, and are not to be ſuppoſed ſo fir 


as the Paſtor, and becauſe God hath made it the work of 
his Office, the people are to reſt in his- judgement about 
the fitneſs and Title of thoſe that have the publick Church 
communion with them, ( though they are the Judges and 
Chooſers of their Domeſtick and private familiars : ) And 
they muſt not ſeparate from them that are thus regularly 
admitted. 

41. Yet when the Paſtors by mal-adminiſtration, . give 
them juſt cauſe, the-flock may ſcck their due remedy : of 
which more anon. "WE. 

42+ This power is eſſentially in the Minifterial Office-3 and 
therefore is in every ſingle Paſtor, and not only in ſome 
few, ot in the abler ſore, or only in a Synyd, Mat. 16. 19. 

43. When a Church hath but one Paſtor he muſt exerciſe 
it alone (with due conſideration and ad vice.) But when 
a Church hath many Paſtors, they muſt exerciſe it ( and all 
Church guidance) in a way of Concord, and avoid all diſ- 
ſentions among themſelves, Epbeſ: 4+ 3, 4, 5+ 1 Cor. 1. 10. 
Fobn 17. 21, 22+ 

44+ Therefore in ſuch a caſe a particular Paſtor may be 
obliged oft to ſuſpend ſome ſuch acts, beciule the Major 
Vote of his Syn-Presbyters are againſt it z Not that the 
are his Governours for the Majority of Vote , but beca 
the Laws of Concord require the Minor part to ſubmit to 
the Major. 


45 The ſame is the reaſon why in Elections, nn | 
| 4 an 
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and other acts belonging to the flock, the Major Vote 
{hould carry it in things lawful; not becauſe the people 
have any true Church Government ; but becauſe they are ob- 
liged to Unity and Concord; And in that caſe, the Law of 
Nature calleth the Minor part to ſubtnit to the Major, leſt 
there never ſhould be any Concord had. 

46. And the fame is the reaſon why in Synods and Coun- 
cils, the Major Vote of the Biſhops muſt prevail, in lawful 
things not forbidden of God. 

47. If any Paſtor in the world pragmatically thruſt him- 
ſelt into another mans charge, and pretend himſelf to be 
the Ruler of his neighbour Chu tches and Paſtors, and at- 
tempt to exerciſe authority over them, he is to be ſlight- 
ed as an Uſurper, and a ditturber of the order and peace of 
the Churches of Chriſt, 3 John 9, 10. | 

48. Let every Paſtor is an Officer and Miniſter of Chriſt 
( as to the unconverted worli to call them, ſo) to the uxi- 
verſal Church to exerciſe his Office in it where ever he 
hath an orderly cal] And if he teach, or adminiſter Facra- 
ments or Diſcipline, upon ſuch a particular call, in a ncigh- 
bour Church pro tempore, he doth it as an Officer of Chritt 
and their Paftor pro tempore) and not as a Lay-man: As a 
licenſed Phylicion medicateth another Phyſicion, or ano- 
thers Hoſpicat, when called to ir, not only as a ncighbour 
that is unlicenſed; but as a licenſed Phyſicion. So Timothy, 
Ap tb, Silas, and others did. 

49+ Therefore neighbour Paſtors muſt have ſo much care 
of other Charches as to admoniſh them againſt the infection 
of any Hereſie or Scandal, which they ſee them in apparent 
danger of ; whether by heretical wicked Paſtors, or others. 

5d Alt neighbour Churches capable of correſpondence, 
are bound to hold a ſpecial concord among themſeloes, for 
che advantage of the Goſpel by their Unity, or tor the con- 
verſion of the Infidel world, and for the preſervation of the 
ſeveral Churches from danger, by Hercſie or diſcord, 
Mrs 15. Fobn 19. 21, 22. Pb. 4. 3,6. 2 

51. He that is excommunicated uttly in one Church ſhould 
not be received by the reſt till he repeng : Therefore the 
nejztbour Churches may do well, to acquaint each other 


whom 


ö 


0 
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whom have excommunicated, when there & cauſe. | 


43- Whether ſuch Synods be fteted, or eccafionsl, and 
whether the Preſident be ſtill the ſame or changed, 
with ſuch other circumſtances, are things not determined 
2 but left to the determination of humane 

ence, as the caſe ſhall require, for the end intended. 
54- Though the Major part in theſe Synods, be not the 
Governours of the Minor, yet the Paſtors there aſ- 
ſembled are ſtill the Governowrs of the flocks, and they are 
alſo bound to Concord in things lawtyl among themſelves. 
Therefore their Decrees, about ſuch things, ate Obligetory 
to the People ratione awtboritatis, and they are obligatory to 
= one another (I mean the Poſts) ratione — And 

n 


The body alone ot immediately is bound by Cords and 
Chains, but not by Commands and Laws: He that may » 

not bind the ſoul by a Command, hath no i 
authority, Col. 3. 20, 22+ Eph. 6. 1. Tit. 3. 1. Heb. 13 
17, 24. 11. 8. . 

56. Therefore the diſtinction of Internal aud External 
Government, and of the forum interins & \exterims, nerd - 

1 eth better explication, than is uſed hy moſt or elſe it will 
be worſe than uſeleſs. The true difference of the Govern- 
ment Civil and Kocleſiaſtical is to be ſetcht, 4b objeflo, e 

- fine. proximo & mods regend;. ben 

3 
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is Intrinſeeal or Extriaſecal to the Paſtoral Office, it is of 
great uſe; And as it differenceth Government by the 
Sword, from that which worketh only on the mind. 

57. The ſame God who inftituted the Office of the Ma- 
piltrate, did alſo immediately inſtitute the Office of the Mi- 
niltry :+ And therefore as to the Foundation they art co- 
ordinate; and 'heither of them derived from the poſſeſſors 
ot the other. 

58 As to the Work and End, the Magiſtrates work and 


the Miniſters have each a preheminency in their own 
kinds. 925 


59. Magiſtrates, Miniſters and Parents may all command 
the lame thing, and all their Commands be obligatory 3 
As to learn a Catechiſme, to obſerve the Lords Day, &c. 

60. It is not lawful for Paſtors to Excommmenicate either 

Kings, or their chicf Magiſtrates , or their own Parents 
( \nleſs perhaps im (ome rare caſe ) by any publick tor- 
mal or difhonouring Excommunication. Becauſe the great 
Command in Nature [ Honour thy Father and Mother, Ho- 
nour the King | lyeth lower than the poſitive Command of 
Excommunication z and is antecedent to it: And as affr- 
matives bind not ſemper & ad ſemper, ſo alſo they give place 
to'Nztrral Laws, and not Naturals C ordinarily) to them. 

And the Ruler Honour is of more publick uſe and neceſſity, 
than excommunication in that particular act is. But an 

Uſurping Tyraut, who may be depoſed, and diſponourcd, may 
be excommunicated. 

61. Much leſs may a ſtrange Paſtor, to whom the Magi- 
ſtrate never commited the care of his ſoul , preſume to 
excammunicate' him who is none of his charge: And 
therefore the Pope and his Prelates excommunicating 

Kings and Rulers, ſcemeth to me, to be nothing but a pro- 
. claiming open Hoſtility againſt them. 

32. Paſtors have no Power over any but Conſenters - 
Nor can they uſe the Sword, or have any Coattive power at 
all; that is, any power to touch a mans body or eftate : but 
- only. to work upon his Conſcience, and his Church-reputa- 
tion. The forcing power belongeth only to Parents, and 

1 | | Magi- 
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Magiſtrates, and not to Miniſters as ſuch at all, Lake 22 
25, 26, 27. 1 Pet. 5. 1, 2, 3, 4+ 2 Cor. 10. 4. 

63. The ſimilitude of a Phyficions power, (if you will but 
ſuppoſe him to have 1 Hoſpital of Volunteers, and his office 
to be of Divine inftittion ) 3 or of a Philoſophers or Tu- 
tors (on the like ſaxppoſition ) over adult Difciples, may 
much explicate the Church power. No wiſc Phylicion 
will take any into his Hoſpital and Cure, upon untate de- 
ſtructive terms, which the Patient or Magiſtrate (hall im- 
poſe ; but will y, f It is my function to Rule you, as to 
Medicine for your Cure; Take what I give you, and uſe 
your ſelf upon it as I adviſe you, or elſe take your courle ; 
you are no Patient for me; nor ſhall be in my Hoſpital : 
Iwill not ſtrikes you, nor fine and imyriſon you; but | 
will be none of your Phyſician, (or ſaith the Tutor, I will 
be none of your Teacher) nor ſhall you be any part of 
my Hoſpital, (School) or charge.] Only ſtill remember 
here the Divine iuſtitution of the Miniftry and Diſcipline, 
and the regulation of it by Gods Laws, that it be not ar- 
bitrarily uſed. * 

64. The undoing of the Church of Chriſt ( in choſe 
Countreys where Popery and Church- tyranny prevail) hath 
long been by the Magiſtrates annexing their executions to 
che ſentence of the Church (as it is called) and becoming 
the meer Executioners of the 21 of other men. 
No Magiſtrate ſhould be debaſed, fo as to be made the 
Churches Executioner. H the Magiſtrate will puniſh a 
man, it muſt not be meerly quatenns excommunicate, that 
is, as puniſhed already; but for the fan for which be 
was excommunicate. And if ſo, then he muſt try and 
judge him for that fault at his own barr, and not puniſh 
him unheard; becauſe the Church hath ſentenced him: 
And if Rulers would more leave the Church to the exer- 
ciſe of its proper power , and let excommunication do 
what it can of it (elf, ( unleſs the nature of the crime re- 
quire a diſtin Seculat judgement and puniſhment ) it 
would do much to heil all: the divifions and perturbati- 
ons in the Chriſtian world. For which courſe I have 
theſe Reaſons following to 1 | 

2 
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1. It is a great contempt and reproach to Chriſts inſti- 
tution of diſcipline, to tell the world, that it is a power- 
leſs uneſſectual thing of it (elf, uuleſs the Secular Sword 
do enforce it. Such Paſtors vilie their own power alſo, 
which is ſo uſeleſs. * FR 

2. It is a c ting of Chrifts diſcipline, an oying 
the wſe of it Tor it * be known now, what the 
Keyes do of themſelves, when the Sword goeth with 
them: No man knoweth when Repentance profeſſed, is 
credibly real and moved by divine Motives; and when it 
is diſſembled for avoiding of the Secular puniſhment. 

3. It mult leave the Paſtors conſcience unſatisfied in his 
adminiſtrations 3 and bind him to abuſe Chriſt z when he 
muſt ſay to men, [ If you had but rather ſay that you re- 
pent, than lyc in a Gaol, I abſolve you, and give you the 
Sacraments, and pronounce you pardoned by Chriſt. ] Wha 
can adminiſter on theſe terms? an 

4+ It is a dangerous deluding of the. ſinners ſoul, that 
{cemeth intimated by this 2 | f | 

It is a wilful corruptin confounding of the Church 
wh men ſhall be . its members, oe they be 
Infidels, Heathent, or moſt impious, if they had but ra- 
ther ſay they are Chriſtians than lye in Gaol. And by 
this means it is, that no man can know, who are really 
of the Chureb of Rome, or of any tyrannical Church, but 
Low an had rather ſay they, aye of the Church, than be 
undone: which any Infidel and Atheiſt will ſoon do. There- 
fore let not Rome boaſt of the number of her members 
which are unknown. : | 

6. It is a changing of Chrifts, terms of Coucnent, Chrifti- 
anity, Communion and Abſo/ution : when Chriſſ aich, [ He 
that from bis heart beligveth end repenteth, aud far{aheth 
the fleſh and the world for:me, ſhall be my Diſciple wy be 
par 3 and be that credibly profeſſeth thus much, ſhall 
be talen into the Church (which are truly Chriſts terms) 
now cometh the Church-tyrant and ich { He aba will 
ſay, thor he believeth ud repemeth rather thax he will forſaks 
the fleſh and the world, and will chooſe the Church before 4 
Gael , ſhall be pardoned , and bave communion with the 

N Church, 
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. or at leaſt have the ſeals of pardon to dehede 
m 

7. By this means the Church is moſtiy conſtituted, in 
ſuch Countreys, of the groſſeſt wicked hypocrites: And it 
is made a ſcorn to Infidels and Heathens, and their con- 
verſion hindered thereby, when they ſee that Chriſtians are 
worſe than they. 

8. And by this means theſe hypocrites ruine the Church 
ie (elf ( as an enemies Souldiers in an Army): And no- 
minal Chriſtians and Paſtors, that are heartily enemies to 
Chriſt, do him more wrong, and cauſe more diviſions and 
ruines in the Chuzch, than they could have done, if they 
had ſtaid without. 

g. It deſtroyeth moſt of the hopes of the fucceſs of 
thoſe Paſtors, as to the converting and ſaving of mens 
ſouls : Becauſe when the Magiſtrate is made but rheir ex- 
ecutioner , the people take all their ſufferings as from 
thew: And they will bear that from a iftrate, which 
they will not bear from a Miniſter, whoſe is to Rulc 
them by Reaſon aud by Love: And ſo ſuch Paſtors are uſu- 

ally feared and hated by the people, whereby they arc 

. difabled to do them that faving good, which can be 
done on none againſt his will, 1 Cor. 8. 13. 9. 22. 
1 Tim. 4. 16. 

10. And hereby a Church-tyranny is ſet and kept · up in 
the world, by which perfecutions and diviſions haue been 
maintained for many hundred years and the. Miniſters of 
Chriſt have been forbidden to — his Goſpel, to the 
unſpeakable injury of fouls ;- and the lives many hun- 
dred thouſands, have been a Sacrifice, to the Pride, and 
Avarice, ind Crueſty of the Clergy 5 rothe great diſhonour 
of the Chriftian Nate. * 


11. And hereby Princes * 4 power er _— 


them, to the diminution of their proper power, and part of 
their dominion ſubjugated to others, under the falſe name 


of Aub and their own 
— — 
and Wars raiſech aginft them by the 


ergies pretended 
power, or inſtigation; rn the Wars between the 
F 3 German 


* . f * ; * ; 
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rm Emperouts and the Papalines are full proof, record- 
ed in all the Hiſtories collected by Freberws,Ruberns,and Pi- 
ftorins, in Sabbelliem, Nauclerns, and multitudes of other 
Hiſtorians 4 and our Englifs Hiſtories, by Inguiphas, Mar- 
them Paris, Hoveden, c. And the Italian by Guicciardine 
and many others: Nay, what Countrey is there, where 
the Papal and Tyrannical Clergy have not overtope or trow- 
bled the State. | 
12, And when all this is done, they would deccive 
the Princes themſelves into a Conſext, and ſo into the guilt 
of their own diſturbance, and their peoples miſery :. And 
caſt all the diam upon them, and fay, we do but deliver 
you into the hands of the Secular Power, it is they that 
do the execution on you: when yet à General Council 
(the Rule of their Religion) Laser- ſub Innoc. 3. Can. 2, 3. 
depoſeth ſuch Temporal Lords that will not do ſuch exc- 
cution. X 
65. He that defirech the Communion of the Church, 
doth take it for a gricvous pyniſhment 5p be caſt out of it. 
And he that doth not defire it, is untit for it. Therefore 
he that cannot feel the penalty of an Excommunication 
alone (but only of a Mult or Priſon) may be fit endugh 
for further puniſhment, but is unfit for the Communion 
of the Church. Sha 
46. Yet is the Magiſtrate the Protector of the Church, 
a Keeper of her Peace and Priviledges and of both Ta- 
bles ;, and/muſt uſe his power to promote Religion. | 
67. To which end he may prudently by moderate means 
conſtrain ſome that negle& their own ſalvation to hear 
Gods Word, and confer with ſuch as can inſtruct them, 
and uſe thoſe means, which God hath made yniverſally ne- 
cellary, to bring the i t to know > and- may, re- 
appolition of the: means that ſhould convert them, and 
from hindering others from the means of ſalvation, and 
from open ſeducing them from God, or Chriſtianity, or 
e of ſober lite % all this, mode - 


from a | | 
rate jay +904 cp mage thus far con- 


But not conſirained to profels that 


| which 


» 
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which they/ do inot belieye, nog fro tale the; priviledges 
which forbiddeth.tham to take. So that there arc 
heter means left, tor the Magiſtzate to help the Church 
by 


68. The King and Magiſtrates have curam animarum, 
though not ia che ſame 'fenle as the Paſtors. have: They 
have the charge of Government, not only in order to the 
corporal eaſe, and peace and proſperity ot their ſubjects, 
but alſo in order to mens holy, ſober and righteous living, 
| and to the ſaving ot mens fouls. And their Caliug mult 
be ſancli ſied, by doing all in it to theſe high and holy ends, 
Rev. 11. 15. Ram. 13. 3, 44 5. II. 49+ 23, &. 


* 


69. They are Gods ſubordinate Othgers, and have their - 


power from him, and therefore tor him, who is the begin- 
ning and the end ot all, Rom. 13. 2, 4, 5, 6. 

70. Becauſe their power is from him and for him, they 
have none againit him. 

71. Yethave they a power which we muſt ſubmit to as 
from God, even when it is wſed by accident againſt him, in 
ſome points ot his will and intereſt ; ſo be it that we obey 
it not in doing any ſim our ſelves. | 

72- They that make Kings and Magiſtrates to have no 
charge of Religion, (but only as the Clergies judgement leads 
them,) but only to preſerve mens — — and ſay 
that the Chareh hath the care ot mens ſouls” and Religion, 
and the King only of the Body and our outward wealth, do 
debaſe the Magittrate as far below the Miniſter, as the 
body is below the foul; and teach the people ro clicem, 
love: and bonour the Miniſter a5, much above the Magi- 
ſtrate, as the ſoul and Heaven are better than the leb aud 
earth: And they make the difference ſo great, as that the 
holicr any of the people are, the more they muſt prefer their 
Miniſter before their King: which is a Popiſh and mot 
unſufferable debaGng bf thechighek Officers of GO d. 

73. The fame points, of Rehsien, the fame tin and du- 
ties, come under thei judgement f the Magiſtrate and the 
Paſtors ; though to ſeveral ends. The Magiſtrate is the 
Judge of Hereſie, and the Paſtors are the Judges of Here- 
lie: The Magiſtrate is the Judge of Murder, Adultery 1 

Theft, 


ret, und (03s the” Paſtor': That is, the ' Meghftrineis/ 
Julke, who ir to' be corporally: 


* 


at ak a tt oe ek 5 
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puniſhed ſer Herefie and A- 
der, and Adulrery, 86. And the Peters are Fudger, who i 
10 be excommunicated a. Impenitent in ſuch guilt, 1 Cor. x. 
, 4, $, &c. | : 
p Re Yet there ate ſome faults, and ſome forts of inquiſh- 
tion ttito faults, which 'the-Magiſtrates may prudently re- 
ſtram the Paſtors from medling with, for the ſafety of the 
publick peace: eſpecially when they would indirectly 


make themſelves Judges of mens Titles and Eſtates; or 


in controverted cafes, where the Magiſtrate muſt firſt de- 
cide, and the Paſtors ny follow, if the Paſtors will be the 
tirſt deciders, and prevent the Magiſtrate and aſſume his 
work, or otherwiſe wrong the publick peace, or private 
right, they are to be reſtrained. 

75. The Magiſtrate hath all the Coactive Government, 
over Miniſters as well as over any others of his Subjects: 
And to exempt the Clergy'from his ſubjectiom without his 
conſent, as traiterous. (And if be will conſext, he may 
thank himſelf. ) 

76. Magiſtrates may ( by moderate penalties ) drive 
on negligent Paſtors to their duty, and reſtrain them from 
miſchieving the Church, and puniſn them for: notorious 
— mak-adminiſtration : As Solomen depoſed Abi- 
ather, &c. . 

But they muſt not on this pretence invade any part 
of the Paſtors oe; as to ordain, e, baptize, ex- 
communicate ecclefraſticelly, nor i on the Paſtors any 
of the circumftan 
termine of. 


- of . l * 
* 4 1 «- * 


(45) 
amhorized Officers of God, for our good, Pt: 


2 Þ 57 6. 
5 81. Though uſually it is very unfit that Paſtors be allo. 


ates (both becauſe of ſome diſſonancy in their ne- 
| deportment and work, and becauſe one of the Of- 
fices alone is enough for any man faithfully to perform 
Yer if the King make Magiſtrates of Paſtors, * Ne 
their coactive power muſt be obeyed. 
. make Laws for the Church in cir- 
acrs, Which belo p Khan proper de- 
alſo — * ience to the Com- 
— —bh as far as prudence ſhall jultly direct therm: 


of this fee Gremim de Imp. ſo 
$3. Magiſtrates may call s and Councils And the 


Paſtors — wolantarily , for mutual advice, ei 
ther in great neceſſity for the ſafety of the Chureb,or 
in leſſer coſer, — e forbiddeth it not. 

$4- In a ume when/ — or — or Seditios 


prevailech, — — 
may forbid bis Subjects tg up- 
"= TITTIES: or he- 
— — — 2 
chen 5 * in his 
till den good, ee fitter; that is, from abuſing the Ga- 
ſpel and mens fouls. 
$6. But if on this pretence he ſhould faxbid Chriſts faith- 
ful able Miniſters, to preach the Chriſtian faith, and call 


men to repentance, and ſave mens ſouls, ( when there are 
not <NOW more, — ft 1) ay of 
to the munber e i would oi ſo 


heinous againfi Chriſt, and againſt the fouls of men, as I 
think it not meet now to eee 1 Tbeſ 2. 


Law myſt be 
cx Body, hex of, he 
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der. M if a man that hath a family of an hundred per- 

Tons, were forbidden to give them bread to fave their lives, 

becauſe he was drunk, or ſwore an Oath, which might be 
puniſhed on himſe M alone. 

89. The Magiſtrate may excommunicate in bis way,as well 
as the Paftors do in theirr. That is, the Magiſtrate may as 
a penalty for a crime, lay Subjects under a note of infamy, 
and Outlaw them, and command all men to avoid famili- 
arity with them; (And this as bad Subjeds, whether they 
be Church-members or not.) And he may as a Keeper of 
the Churches Priviledges and Peace (till forteited) reſtrain 
all excommunicate perſons from forcing themſelves into the 
Communion of the Church which did excommunicate them. 

90. So contentious are Paſtors oft times, and ſo neceſſary 
is the Magiſtrates Office to the publick peace, that every 
Church ſhould be under the eye of ſome Juſtices of the 
Peace, or Cenſors appointed by force to ſilence intruding 
Bawlers and Railers, and to reſtrain Miniſters from making 
it their publick work, — traduce and revile 

their Brethren, and repreſent diſſenters as odious to the 
flock. And if ſuch Magiſtrates had kept the Churches 
Order and Peace according to their Office, it had prevented 
abundance of the Papa] Uſurpations, which wert the fruit 
of Magiſtrateg neglects. 

« Lay Chancellor exerciſing the Spiritual Power of the 
they ſhould pro forma uic the ſtale of an 
K — ) is ſuch a ſort of Church Goyern- 

ment, as I will never {wear that in my place and Calling 
I will not at any time endeavour to alter by lawful means. 

92. The Parents are put in the fourth Commandment, 

rather than the Magiſtrate or Paſtor, becauſe their authority 
i the moſt plenary Image of the Divine Authority in 
theſe reſpects. 1. Their Authority is not by Contract, but 
By Nature. 2. It is the primary radical power. 3. It is 
moſt univerſally neceſſary io mankind. 4. And it repre- 
ſemeth Gods Government. 1. In that it is founded in Genera- 

tion, a> Gods in.Creation. 2.-Bccaulſe thence ariſeth . T 
| fulleſt Image of his Dominion, in the Parents fuleft Propriety 
in his 2+ Of his ſapientis]-Rale, in the Parents Go- 
Va Ames 


© 47 ) a” 
rernment (as in preſence) 3. Of his Love - are 
are allowed to exceed all 2— Rulers in: ore Ge 
calls himſelt Our Father. 

93- What if the Magiſtrate, Miniſter, and Parents 
have oppolite Commands ? Which of them is tobe obeyed? 
e. g · The Magiſtrate bids you meet in one place for publick 
Worſhip 3 the Biſhop in another, and the Parent in a third? 
The Magiſtrate bids you Learn one Catechiſm- and no 
other; the Biſhop another, and not that, and the Parents 
a third. The Magiftrate bids you ſtand, the Paſtor bids 
you kneel, the Parents bid you fir. The Magiſtrate bids 
you pray by one form, the Biſhop by another, and the Pa- 
rents by a third or none. The Magiſtrate commandeth 
one tranſlation of the Scripture, and the Biſhop another. 
The Biſhop commandeth you to uſe a Ceremony, or to 
keep a holy day, and your Parents forbid it you? In ſuch 
cales which muſt you conform to and obey? A»ſw. When 
I am deſired, and promiſed by thoſe concerned in it, that it 
will be well — ki I will anſwer ſuch kind of queſtions 28 
theſe. But till then I will hold my tongue, that I may 
hold my peace. 

No contrary commands of Chureb- men ( as they are 
called } 3, nor any of our own Vows or Cevenants, can cxculc 
us from pbegicnce to the Higher Powers, in lawful 1. 
which God hath authorized them to command; 


which are belonging to their place of Government —.— 
late. Thou A queſtion be but, e. g. What Mcdi- 


cine and E ſhall be given to a Patient, - by what Me- 
diam 2 Philaſopher n or what Subject and 
what Method and ores aPatior ag uſe ae preſent 
edification of his ot how a open 2 
Vein, — * guide his Ship, Se. the Artiſt may be obey- 
ed before an Emperour, (by him that careth for his life,or 
his underſtanding ). But yet as all theſe are under the Go- 
vernment of the i King, ſohe m may give them general Laws. 
eſpecially to refirain from notorious 
Sir, If oll theſe 2 2 e Concord of ſo- 


her Chriſtians in theſe matters, neith er you, Nor I, nor 
any lover of abe 2 and Fer, ſhall need to uſe much ; 


ſharpneſi 


W We Of Ae, Bat if they be 
„ 7 „ Bus if 
or not when we 7 U concord. Aud 1 that yon 
may ſee that I am net over ſollicitous of my Peace, I wil 
make wp the namber with theſt hiſs pleafing P 
95- Becauſe Corruptio optimi, eft peſſima, iftrates and 
Miniſters are of all men ( uſually ) either the greateſt Bleſ- 
fings or the greateſt Burdens of mankind on earth. Saith 
Campanella, ( Metaph. ) | 


ent . : ; 1 Y 
Sapientia 10, et Here maxima mundi ma 
22 ==. 


( thoagh indeed he might as well have named more.) As 
Tyranny is in the greateſt part of the whole world, (which 
is Heathen, Infidel and Popiſh ) the principal fin, which 
hindereth the Goſpel and Kingdom of C Chriſt, forbiddeth 
the mg of the Word of life for mens ſalvation (And 
therefore a ſin which no Chriſtian Magiſtrate or Preacher, 
ſhould think of, but with great abhorrence, and none by 
any palliation ſhould befriend it); ſo Pradent and Good 
Princes are under God the Pillars of the world ; For they 
are the Chief Officers of God, to ſhew forth his Power, Wiſ- 

„ in 


to bring all N | 
— ferns am unte ſhame. None re that 


96; Wife Rulers will warch the Plots of ſuch enemies, as 
would uſe them as the Devil would have uſed Chriſt, who 
carried him to rhe Pinnacle of the Temple, in hope to have 
_———— have them with He 
Pbaraab or Nebachadnezxar to diſdain to be under the So- 
yeraignty-of their Maker? and aſcribe to them the Divine 
| ; Prerogatives z 


"OY ( 

P ves; And would make it ſeem their I. 

have Pewer to do the greateſt — 5 ; that the x 

and claim may make them odious, and ſo ma — and. 

; undermine them. That like a d — 2 watet to 

D one in a Pleuriſie, they may kill them by pleaſing 

97. It is an unchriſtian carnal craft for 12 — 

Clergy of ſeveral Opinions, to lay falſe charges on one 

as being enemies to the Civil Government, when 

really their principles therein are all the ſame; Or to make 

| the differences of Stateſmen and Lawyers, to be taken for 

differences in Religion: purpoſely to make one another 

( and their Religion ) odious, and to ſtren them- 

ſelves by the errors and paſſious of Princes; till at laſt they 

have tempted the world to think as bad of all and of Reli- 

y jon it (ſelf, as they have ſaid of one another, and by un- 
— others fall themſelves. 

98. But yet that Party who really make a Religion of 
the Doctrine of Rebellion, are to be diſowned by all that 
will be true to God and to his. Othcers:In my Sermon to the 
Parliament the day before they Voted the Reſtoration, of 
the King, I ſaid — of the difference of the Proteſtant 
and Popiſh Religion, in this point. And a Papiſt Gentleman 
firſt wrote an Invective againſt me, as if I had given no 
proof of what I faid And ſeveral perſons of unknown 

mames vote Latters , d me to urge and challenge me to 
prove it: Blindiy or wilſully overlogking the undeniable 
proof which 1 had there laid down, mance their Ge- 
—— 4 be Papi 
—— (Gener Conmeils are t s 
nary ry Conncils are for 
. if they 6 
giving their: 32 
' 22 yg the P s depofing 
——.— in . . —. their Bominium to 
7 1 
a6 K The Minor, (belides the 
cl Nen. firb Grog, 5. which detcymineth char the Pope 
may depoſe Empanurs I there prayed from the expreis 
2 fub Innec. 3. Cas · 3+ which — 
teret 


— 


- (5) 

it at large. Ard if any Proteſtant do (with Dr. Tai- 
ler, Dr. Gunning, and Dr. Pierſon) doubt of the authority of 
thoſe Canons, thats nothing to the Papiſis who juſtitic it as 
an approved Council, and vindicate it, as you may ind with 
copiouſneſs and confidence, in the printed Anſwer to the lati 
named Doctors. What impudency then is it in theſe men 
to challenge me to prove, and yct overlook my proot ? 

99 · CHRISTIANITY according to the Scriptureand 
primitive ſimplicity, in Dofirine, Worſhip, Government and 
Life , doth conſtitute a CHRISTIAN, and a Chriftian 
Church. The making of humane additions and mutable ad- 
jundlt to ſeem things neceſſary, doth conſtitute a SECT. 
(And alas how ſmall a part of the Chriſtian world, is not 
entangled in ſotne ſuch Sed.) To be united to all Chrifti- 
ans, in the bond of Chriſtianity, is to be a Catholick: To 
trouble the Churches peace by ſttiving to ſet up one Sed 
or Fattion, and ſuppreſs the reſt, is to be a Schiſmatick and 
Sedary. 

So then if ſome will by a ſuperſtitious unſcriptural rigour 
of Diſcipline, make every Paſtors power arbitrary (or the 
proples, which is worſe ) in judging of mens inward holi- 
neſs, and will lay by the Scripture Title, which is (a ſober 
4 + of the Baptiſmal Covenant.) and think by this ſtrict- 
n 


to advance the honour of their party, as to purity , 


They will but endleſty run into diviſions :1 Aüd by ſetting 
themſelves at a greater diſtance, from common Chriſtians, 
than God alloweth them, provoke”him to caſt on / them 
ſome greater ſhame. Wt if les 

And if any others will make their ummereſſary farm Ky- 
nods, and other „to ſeem ſo ary, as to enter 
into Leagues and 
the Churches Unity, God will notown ſuch terms nor ways; 
nor will they be durable hile the ground is mutable. 

And if in the Countreys where Popery ' and Church-tyranny 
prevail, any other more lofty fadlion, ſhall perſwade the. peo- 
ple that there muſt'be xo King any longeꝛ than ui domi- 
nation is upheld 3; and ſhall ſerk to ewilt the 4 
grandure or mutable aujend / of their funttivn, by Oats, in- 
to the very Corftitarion of the Ssate Like the Treve Oach, 

ſwearing 


nants to make them the terms of 


(33) "ml 
{wearing the Subjects to obey the Church, yea, putting tf 
Church e the State, and {wearing them, wot at any time 
(though commanded by the King) to endeavonr any altera 
tion in that Church-Government c no nor to conſent to any 5 
that ſo the ſubjects may be as faſt bownd to them, as they 
are by the Oath of fidelity to their Kings 3 It is time in ſuch 
a caſe to pray — ſave the King ] and to write on ous 
doors ¶ Lord have mercy on . a true ſubject in ſuch 
caſes, when it comes to ſwearing, muſt learn Sexeca's Leſſon, 
[ No max more efteemeth vertue, than be that for the love of it 
can let go the reputation of it  ] And muſt be content to be 
caled Diſt yal, Sifebedient fade, that he may xot be ſo, nor 
betray big Soul, bis Prince, and bis poſterity. 

roc. But to put my (elf out of the reach of any rational 
ſuſpicion, beſides what is ſaid, I profeſs, that I aſcribe all that 
Pomer to Kings, which is given them by any Text of Scriptwre, 
or acknowledged by any Council General or Provincial, or by 
any publick authentick Confeſſion of any Chriſtian Church, ei- 
ther Proteftant, Greek or Popiſh, that ever I yet ſaw. And it 
this be not enough asto matter of Religion, ( leaving the 
Caſcs of Law to Lawyers ) I can give you no more. 


Object. Eccleſ. 1. 18. In much wiſdom is much grief, and 
he that increaſeth knowledge, increaſeth ſorrow. 7. 16. Be not 
rigbieouſ over much , neither make thy ſelf over wiſe : why 

ſhouldft thou deftroy thy ſelf ? 9. 2. As is the good, ſo is the 

| ſinner © be that ſwearetb, a be that feareth an Oath. Iſa. 59. 15. 

Trub faileth ; and be that departeth from evil, maketh bimſelf 

«pros 1 Kings 22. 13. Let thy word, I pray thee, be like the 
of one of them, and ſpeak, good. 

Anſw. V. 14 As the = liveth, what the Lord * 
to me, that I will ſpeak. Luke 12. 4. I ſay to friends, 
Be not afraid of — that kill the b 7 have 
mo more that they can do. But, &c. 1 Theſſ. 2. 15, 16. They 
pleaſe not God, and are contrary to all men; forbidding 17 to 
ſpeak to the Gentiles, that bey might be ſaved, to 2 up the ir 
fins alwayes » for the wrath is come upon them to the 3 


edrug 


which are wot ſeen : For the obings which 
ral; but the things which are net ſeen, are 


Sept. 21 1669. 
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Addition :. Of the Power of Kings and Bi- 
ſheps out of Biſhop Bilſon and Andrews. 


Eſt you ſhould wrong the ſober Epiſcopal Divines, ſo as 

o think that they daim as jure Divine, and as Paſtoral, 

any Coercive \forcing power, but only an authoritative per- 

ſwading power, and that of the Keyes of the Church, I will 

tranſcribe ſome of the words of that Learned, Judicious 

Biſhop Bilſan in his Tra. of Chriſtian Subject; By which 

you will ſee, that all forcing power claimed. by them, is 

only Magiſtratical, as they are the Kings Officers, and not 
from Chrilt. 

Note alſo that conſtantly he diſtinguiſheth the Magiſtrates 
power from the Paſtors, by the | Sword | as the inſtru- 
ment of . which even — cleſiaſtical mat - 
ters is proper to the Magiſtrate 3 As the power of the Nord 
and Sacraments, or Keyerof the Church, is the Paſtors: And 
theſe are the ſhorteſt, plaineſt, and leaſt ambiguous terms: 
and more elear than | Internal, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil] 
which have all mych ity and ambiguity. | 
Pag. 238. Princes anly be Governours in things and Cauſcs 

— the S —Biſbeps be no Go- 
verhonrt in thoſe things.with the S wurd. ] Pag. 240. We con- 
75 Princes to be Supream Governours, ———Swupream bear- 
ers the Sword e K Princes no power to deviſe or 

ter or change Sacraments, to decide 


em Retagions, tp 
725 by 7e faigh, 10 db & infringe the Canons of 


the Church. ay 6 p * 

But of theſe. two laſt I muſt tell you, what we Puritans 
(as they call us) hold 1. That the King may and muſt 
decide doubts of faith, in order to execution by the 
Sword (as, bo ſhall be baniſhed or impriſoned as a 
Teacher of Hereſic ) a. And that Canons circeſecrs not take- 
ing the. Paſtors proper; work aut of his hand may be made 
by the. Magiſtrate, even if he * without the — 
| ; n 
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"And if . but in order to their 
oy oper way Teens. 


A 2 $2. And 5 Pr Princes poytr pier Beer the. Pa is in — in things | 


by Gods hat; em. e Ho rare — oh 4 | + 
equent is inevitable, that Prifices alone are Gods Minitters, 
_— the Sword, to reward and revenge good and evil in all 


bing, and duſts, be they Tempora, Spiritsal ot Eccleſiaſti- 


wry; i — ii 752 orilers and abuſps Eecleſtafti- 
ext ſh N N it Page 256. This then is 
the porter of rds which we teach — 7h. 


* they 804 — ir their own Dominions, bearing the 
Bword, freely to perdtic and prblickly defend that whieh God 
commande ib So may they with juſt force. remme wbatſo- 
wet is erronieons ; viciows ,, and ſaperftitioes within their 
Lands, and with external loſſes and c — pains repreſ the 
broechers and abetters of Herefies 
From which ſubjedion to Princes, no man within — Realme, 
— Prieſt, Preacher or — i exempted : And without 

Realm m mortal man bath ar Cbriſt ju- 
dicially- ro depoſe them x me Iiſs 1 in — 
field, leaſt of all to warrant their Swbjefis to rebell ugainſt them. 
Theſe be the things which we contend for; und not whether 
Princes be Cbriſit Maſters, or the funchiomr to preach, bay 
tize, impoſe bonds; au forgive ſins, od” be derived from 
the Prints power and Bi! er be. {poles wei ener to |} 
. hu, Crhars deleyationr 3'Theſe be jeft 
« » of yours: - 

Page 261. To Bis- ſpeaking the . Prince} a 
well or — A defer the week ry fre : 
bey 


Co 
lift, both Prince — 2 755 my 
Bi- 
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Page 258. H 
e dens by bit Word, which 
IL e 4 
—— {I 


impietie — 
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See Pag- 350, 351, 352. 
may touch body or goods. 


Page 358. The Watchmen and Shepbeards that ſerve Chriſt 
in bis Church, have their kind of Regiments diftinii from the 
temporal Power and State: But that Regiment of theirs i# by 
Counſel and perſwaſion , not by terror or Compulſionz and 
reacheth neither to the goods, nor tothe bodies of any me 

Page 366. As for your Epiſcopal Pawer over Princes if that 
be it you ſeek, for, and not to take their Kingdoms from them, 
T told you, If they break the Law of God, yow may reprove 
them : If they hear you not , you may leave them in their 
fins, and ſhut Heaven againſt 4 If they fall io open He 
reſie or wilful impiety, you may refuſe to communicate with 
them in prayers and other divine duties 3 yea, you muſt ra- 
ther yield your lives with ſubmiſſion into their bands , than 
deliver them the Word and Sacraments , othermiſe than God 
bath appointed. | 

(Say you ſo; I promiſe you Sir, if Kings muſt be dealt 
ſo ſtrictly with, though it coſt you your lives, I will be a 
Non-conformiſt a little longer, though it coſt me my live- 
lihood, rather than give Baptiſm, the Lords Supper, Ab- 
folution, and the juſtitying aſſertions at Burials, as com- 
monly as I muſt do, if I conform. ) 

P. 525. Paſtors have their kind of Correction even over 
Princes: but ſuch as by Gods Law, may ſtand with the Pa- 

flors Vacation, and tend to the Princes ſalvation : and that ex- 
ceedeth not the Word and Sacraments : Other Carrecliom over 
any private man Paſtors haue none; much leſs over Prince 
Princes may force their Subjcits by the Tempural Sword —— 
Biſhops may not force their flock with any corporal or external 
violence. Pag. $26. Chryſoftom ſaith For of all men Chri- 
ian . ( Biſhops ) may leaft corrett the faults of men by force : 
Fudges that are without the Gu compell——But 
2 


here 


_ 


n there (i the Church) we may not offer ny eie, but 


only ebe not ſo great antbority given us 


the Law! as torepreſs offenders : And if it were lamſal for 
ws ſo to do, we bave no uſe of any ſuch violent power; for 
that Chriſt cromneth them which abſtain from fin; not of a 
forced, but of a willing mina teacheth the ſame 
Leffon; If this violence were wſed for the true faith, the do- 
Arine of Biſhops would be againſt it. God needeth no forced 
ſervice : He requireth no conftrained confeſſion : I cannot receive 
any man but him that is willing <TF 1 cannot give ear, but 
to him that intreateth. I cannot fign, (that is, baptize 
any but bim that ( gladly) prof 6.—80 Origen —— 
For al the crimes which God would have revenged, he would 
have them revenged not by the Biſhops and Rulers of the 
Church, but by the Judges of the world ——Biſhops by vertue 
of their Callings cannos command atbers, or authorize violence 
OF rn. 

Pag. 541. Parliaments have been kept by the King and bis 
Barons, the Clergy wholly excluded ; and yet their Ads and 
Statutes good. And when the Biſhops were preſent, their- 
Voices from the Conqueſt to this day, were never Negative. By 
Gods Law you bave nothing to do with making Laws for 


Kingdoms and Commonwealth : Ju may teach, ym may not 


command... Perſwafion is yeur part : Compulſion is the 
Princes. | 

Page ny Sa ar better St. Ambroſe ſaith | If the Emperonr 
ark, for Tribute, we deny it not: The Lands of the Church 
pay Tribute: If be affeli the Lands themſelves, be bath power 
#0 take them : no man among us is any let to bim. The alms 
of the people is enough for the poor. Let them never procure 
ws envy for our Lands : let them take them if they pleaſe: I 
do not give them to the Emperonr, but I do nat deny them. 

So far Bilſon. 
All this we allow: And if all this be the concurrent 
judgement of all ſorts of ſober Proteſtants , called Epiſ< 
copal or Presbyterians, what reaſon hath any Eraſtian upon 
the account of the Magiſtrates intereſt to quarrel with them. 
way not according to theſe principles, let them 


it. 
Indeed 
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(97) 5 
Indeed in point of convenience we greatly differ from 


ſome men: That is, 1. Whether it be convenient for the 


King to make Church-men Moegiftrates, or not? 2. And 
whether it be convenient immediately to back their Ex- 
communications, with the Sword; And for the Magiſtrate 
to be the Clergies Executioner, or to impriſon men eo n- 
mine, becauſe excommunicate and not repenting · 3. And 
whether it be convenient to make the ſame Court called 
Eccleſiaſtical, fo mixt of Paſtoral and Secular Power united, 
in one Chancellor (who is no Paſtor, but a Lay man) or 
in a Biſhop, as that in and by it, the Magiftrares, and the 
Spiritual Government ſhall be either confounded, or ſo 
twiſted as to be undiſcernable, or become one tertium. 

But for this, as we love not to be too forward in teach- 
ing Magiſtrates what is convenient, ( though many of the 
ancient Fathers have done it -plainly , and ſpoken againſt 
the Magiſtracy of Prieſts; and Cyril of Alexandria is brand- 
ed by Socrates and others with ſome infamy, as the firſt 
Biſhop that uſed Coercive power); ſo you have more caule 
to ſay. what you have to ſay in this, to the Magiſtrate him- 
elf, than to the Biſhops or Presbyteries : For it the Magi- 
ſtrate will needs-make Prieſts his Officers, and put his 
Sword into ſuch hands, as have enough to do in their 
PI work, Or if he will puniſh men with the Sword, 

cauſe they are puniſhed already by excommunication, 
or becauſe they repent not, leſt excommunication alone 
ſhould prove uneffectual; quarrel not for his actions with 
other men: It is his own doing; and it 8 himlſelt that 
you blame, when you blame theſe things: Say not that 
Prelates or Presbyteries take the Magiſtrates power from 
bim; but ſay the truth, that the Magiſtrate giveth it them, 
and will. have it ſo to be. (Though I excuſe none that 
urge him to it, or voluntarily afſume his Power. ) 

Biſhop Andrews alſo faith Tortur Torti p. 383. [ Cobi- 
beat Regem Diaconus, ſi cum indignus fit, id palam con- 
ftet, accedat tamen ad Sacrumentum: Cobibeat & medicur, 
ſt ad noxium quid vel inſalubre manum admoveat ; Cobi- 
beat & Eguiſo, fi inter equitandum. adigat Eguum per It 
cum præruptum, vel ſalchroſum, cui ul ſi Periculum. Eii- 


H 3 amre. 


[ 


ſuo ſubjethus' Rex? Sed 


peer 20h, 0 : fed ea ad rem uni procal 
: quainreCharitats ſemper Poteſtas eſt maxima. 
Here you fee what Church Goverument is in Biſhop 
Andrews ſenſe, and how far the Biſhops hold the King him- 
ſelf to be reſtrainable even by a Deacon; And yet but 
( I think ) according to your own ſenſe, I pray you judge 
then whether the Biſhops and you differ as far as you ima- 
gine; and whether the Courts and Church power which | 
offendeth you, be not ſet up by Kings themſelves, who 0 
make the Biſhops their Officers therein. To which add 
what Bilſon proveth that Patriarchs, Metropolitans and F 
Archbiſhops Dignitics are. the gitt of Princes, and not the | 
inſtitution of Chriſt, and then you will ſee more, that it is 4 j 
the Princes own doing. | 

I add to the like purpoſe more out of Bilſon pag. 313. 
[ We grant, they muſt rather har ard their lives, than baptize 
Princes which believe not, or diftribute the Lords myfteries to 
them that repent not, but give wilful and open ſignificatim 
of iniquity, &c. ] This is Church Government, which none 
can contradict. > 

This is it that Chryſoſtom ſo often profeſſeth alſo, as that 
he would rather let his own blood be ſhed, than give the 

blood of Chriſt to the unworthy. 

And Bed. Hiſt. Eccleſ. I. 2. cap. 5. telleth us, that Meli- 
1s Biſhop of London (with Fats) was baniſhed by 
the heirs of King Sabareth, becauſe he would not give them 
the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, which they would 
needs have before they were — 

( And by the way, it Biſhops ſay that Kings muſt be uſed 
thus, the Non-conformiſts ate not ſuch intolerable Schiſ- 
maticks, as ſome now repreſent them, for deſiring, that 
every Presbyter may not be compelled :againſt his Con- 
ſcience to give the Sacrament to the baſeſt of the people 
that are ignorant what Chriſt or Chriſtianity is, and to 
them that are not willing to receive it, but are forced to 
take it againſt their wills for fear of a Priſon ;. nor to bap- 

tire the Children of ſuch Parents as know not what bap- 
tiſm is, or as arc profeſſed Infidels, having not ſo much 
5 n as 
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cContrary to the Laws: For all ſuch tenſes I do hereby diſ-. 
claim. 
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irins Maſſonus in vita Leonis 1. reciteth his words 
the Magiſtrates baniſhing the Maxichees, and addeth [ Ex 
bac rei. geſta narratione perſpicuum eft Komanos Epiſcopas 
relegare tune non potniſſe, nec in exilium reos mittere, ut} bo- © 
die faciunt ſed eos tantum cenſura coercere, & pena eccleſi- 
aſtiea muldiart . | 


I add no more, ſuppoſing that almoſt all ſober Epiſco- 
pal, Presbyterians, ents and Eraſtians are agreed 
in all the firſt ninety four Propoſitions, (if not all) that 
are here aſſerted; and that all thoſe may ſuffice to ſignifie 
their Concord, and promote their Reconciliation , if Inte- 
reſt ( miſtaken ) and Paſſion ( miſ-guided ) did not much 
more than difference of judgement in theſe matters , to 
cauſe their alienation. 

And as I have written this to vindicate both the Power 
of Kings, and the Office of Paſtors from any mens unjuſt 
ſuſpicions or accuſations, who look only on one fide 3 and 
to ſhew that theſe Offices are no more contrary than Head 
and Heart, than Light and Heat: fo I do require the Rea- 
der to put no ſenſe upon any thing here written, which is 
injurious to the Government of Magiſtrates or Paſtors, or 


FINXNIS.. 


